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Faith 


By Eleanor R. Olofson 
Hebrews 11:1 


AITH steps out on nothing, 

With glad and eager feet, 
And, e’en though almost stumbling, 

Still finds the Rock beneath. 


Faith just follows blindly 

In paths of gath’ring night, 
Yet surely, but divinely, 

Is brought to perfect sight. 


Faith still singeth sweetly 
When all of life is drear, 
And, as it trusts completely, 
In Christ doth find all cheer. , 


Faith afar receiveth 
The things it cannot see, 
And joyfully perceiveth 
Their sweet reality ! 


No Depression 


There are rich people who live in 
life-long dread of becoming poor. Pos- 
sessing ample to meet their needs, they 
hoard and scrimp, doing without comforts 
or even bare necessities in order to make as 
sure as they can of keeping their posses- 
sions. Their holdings may shrink desper- 
ately in time of depression, or they may 
even disappear entirely. How different 
is the attitude of such fear-stricken souls 
from that which the Christian is authorized 
to take. In a letter to a friend, a Chris- 
tian woman tells rejoicingly of her “blind, 
cold faith that our Lord Jesus Christ is 
meeting all our needs right now. We are 
seeking our supply from his storehouse on 
high, where there is no depression.” Many 
a child of God has rejoiced in this same 
wonderful fact, and has had this same 
ample experience during the years of the 
depression. God’s supplies can never be 


exhausted. No matter how fully and freely 
all his children draw upon his supplies, 
his resources are not only never exhausted, 
but are never lessened by a jot or tittle, 
for they are infinite; and infinity cannot 


grow less. With Paul, therefore, we can 
all say, “I have all, and abound.” And 
Paul gives the reason for this: “My 


God shall supply all your need according 
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” 
(Phil. 4:18, 19). 


7 
The Moody Bible Institute 


One of the greatest bulwarks of faith 
in the world today is the Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago. Founded in 1886 by 
Dwight L. Moody, this educational  insti- 
tution leads the way in Christian training 
and, together with many other Bible in- 
stitutes throughout the English-speaking 
world, offers students for the ministry, for 
missionary work, and for all other Chris- 
tian service a thorough grounding in the 
English Bible and related fields of study. 
Dr. James M. Gray is the President; re- 
spected, admired, and beloved by multitudes 
of God’s people, he has been at the head 
of this great work for many years, and 
under his leadership the Institute has_at- 
tained a really unique place. From eight 
buildings it has increased to thirty-eight; 
from a staff of forty officials, teachers, 
and other employees, to more than 200; 


Beginning With 


N THEIR very first words the writers 
| of the Psalms are wont to break right 

into the heart of what they have to 
say. They do not keep you long in sus- 
pense. One who used to listen to Phillips 
Brooks recalls how quickly in his discourse 
he gave you a glimpse of his goal, so that 
all along the way you were helped by 
the vision of it. Prefaces have their uses, 
but the best of them are written afterward. 
Hearts grow faint because they are dis- 
mayed by the long, long process they fear 
they must undergo before they can have 
any taste of the relief they need. The 
Bible is full of counsels to patience, but 
right alongside of them runs the other 
refrain of splendid immediacies, It loves 
to give the soul some early comfort and 
enheartening. And amid all the vast pre- 
ludiousness of our time and all times, when 
if left to themselves men fill the earth with 
their own mental processes, the Bible be- 
gins at once with the majestic and final 
conclusion, “In the beginning God.” It 
nearly always begins with the conclusion. 


and a student roster of about 1,000 has 
increased to more than 17,000 in the com- 
bined Day, Evening, and Correspondence 
Schools, The student body of the past 
year represented 60 denominations drawn 
from 40 states and 17 countries. The 
broadcasting station WMBI -has a Radio 
School giving Bible instruction in 10 lan- 
guages, while the Extension Department 
conducts Bible conferences in many parts of 
North America, After forty years of serv- 
ice Dr. Gray has resigned as President, in 
order to be relieved of the business cares 
of the administration, but has accepted the 
office and fitle of President Emeritus and 
will continue in active relation with the 
work on the faculty, and as editor of the 
Moody Monthly, and as lecturer in the 
field. Dr. Will H. Houghton, pastor of 
Calvary Baptist Church, New York, has 
been called unanimously by the Institute’s 
Board of Trustees to the presidency. _ Dr. 
Houghton has been greatly used of the 
Lord as pastor and Bible teacher. While 
pastor of the Tabernacle in Atlanta, Ga., 
2,000 members were added to the church 
during four years. His sympathy with 
the problems of young people have made 
him a trusted leader in this field, and he 
has addressed thousands of young folks 
in colleges, churches, and seminaries, while 
his church has been headquarters of the 
New York Youth Christian Center, His 
new call to service should be supported in 
prayer by God’s people everywhere. 


% 


the Conclusion 


It is a natural and honorable attitude 
of the trained mind to recognize that great 
things demand some worthy preparation. 
It is just as necessary, to recognize that 
there is such a thing as over-training. We 
may become fascinated with preliminaries 
and be “ever learning, and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” 

Years ago a young Harvard man, not 
of the bumptious or conceited or irrever- 
ent type, resolved that, before he committed 
himself to the religion in which he was 
reared, he would patiently make a study 
of all the religions and then decide. He 
became an expert in Hinduism, Buddhism, 
Confucianism, Mohammedanism, and on 
his shelves he gathered also the best and 
weightiest work of the greatest Christian 
scholars. Fifty patient years have now 
gone by, and the capacity for affirmation 
and conclusion is atrophied and gone. At 
the heart of Christ’s words there is always 
an intractable core, which cannot be 
avoided, that always demands some kind 
of committal at the very start. And no mat- 
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ter how great the preparation or how per- 
fect the argument, closing with him always 
requires some kind of leap at the last.. 

We do not lead up to praying. We 
always have to begin with it. But when 
our mood is low and cheerless, our sins 
and recreancies so recent, we almost in- 
stinctively say, “Let me get a little more 
ready for it,” instead of doing as the 
Psalmist did, plunging right into the heart 
of the matter and saying, “Have mercy 
upon me, O God, according to thy loving- 
kindness: according unto the multitude of 
thy tender mercies blot out my transgres- 
sions.” The paradox of human life is 
waiting to be more fit for praying, when 
praying alone makes us more fit for it. 
Here we always have to begin with the 
conclusion. 

The most unfit can utter a cry. How 
largely the Psalms are just cries! No one 
would choose to offer only a cry if he 
could offer something better. Yet how 
surprised men may have been to find that 
out of those. broken, fragmentary words 
of theirs, not knowing whether their mood 
would last ten minutes or whether they 
could follow them up with any adequate 
act, God has made a whole which has 
outlasted all ‘their careful and completed 
discourse. Even the most fit of praying 
men, like Francis of Assisi, often had 
nothing better than a cry. Once when 
- his friends, desirous of knowing more about 
the secret of his prayers, listened all night 
when he was in retreat, they were amazed 
that all night long he could find no more 
to say than, “O God! O God!” “This 
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him.” 
Spurgeon offered such prayers as he could. 
They. were fragmentary and brief, and 
. he: said. that if long and connected ones 
were needful then he was a lost man. 

We begin with God, and spend the rest 
of our days getting ready for him. It is 
devastating to our pride. We want to 
redeem a false start—and the Divine 
Presence is the only way to do it. What 
unbelievably poor materials God will use! 
Fenelon, after the disappointment of all 
his prouder and more ambitious hopes, 
became the confidant and spiritual adviser 
and helper of all kinds of people. And 
once when a woman of rank, cynical, angry, 
and despairing, told him she could not 
pray or take any interest in spiritual things 
“because God bored her so,” she expected 
a withering reply and dismissal. Instead, 
Fenelon said simply, “Well, why don’t 
you tell God so?” And long, long after- 
ward a Christian writer of note has told 
us how in his straits he heard of that 
and took heart to practice the presence 
of God all over again. We shall never 
be done with these approaches to God 
where people took their emptiness and 
their hollowness, their tedium and distaste, 
their boredom and futility, and all their 
deadness straight into the presence of God 
and found that life was turned into a place 
of springs. The burnt-out woman at the 
well of Samaria, to whom the conclusion 
of things seemed perhaps centuries off, 
found that she could begin again — b:ut 
only with the conclusion, and that nothing 
was nearer than that. 

It makes one’s heart ache to see people 
flinching away from the Bible’s great, ear- 
nest words and conclusions as if the soul 
could not bear to stand at once in its great 
central glow,.and trying to’ work up to 
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them gradually by studying the Bible as 
literature. To try to teach or study the 
Bible, and know in your bones that all 
the time you are avoiding its main point 
and making no allusion to it, is sad busi- 
ness, Literature it certainly ts, but only 
incidentally and secondarily, and all effort 
to make it only that falls flat. We have 
no triumphant shouts from people who 
have worked up into it as literature. 
The grace of God is not something we 
can very well “lead up to gradually.” It 
is always a beginning, and not a logical 
sequence. And we do not begin with it 
only once or twice, but always more and 
more and more. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is threshold as well as ulti- 
mate sanctuary. The benedictions begin 
with it. They put it in the forefront. It 
comes into view, not after long deserving, 
but before there is any and when there 
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is none, and creates it. The grace oi 
God “is: God thinking, feeling, willing, 
suffering, sacrificing, upsetting every cal- 
culation, outleaping every expectation, sur- 
prising the guilty with forgiveness and 
the fallen with hope: When we were lost 
and undone, and could glean no encour- 
agement from conscience and no assurance 
from merit, then from the splendor of the 
divine nature there flashed upon'‘us the 
wonder and surprise of a full and free 
salvation.” 

It is never too late to mend; but not 
because we can still, by some intense effort 
and strain, the very thought of which dis- 
courages us, make a beginning, but because 
a great, fresh creative beginning is always 
at our hand. God undertakes for us. Our 
beginnings are at the best but borrowed 
things. It is the reversal of human judg- 
ment, but we begin with God. 
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The Menace of Mormonism 
Is there any way I can learn what the 
doctrines of Mormonism are? There are 
two men going from house to house in our 
neighborhood, and it is said they are: Lat- 
ter-Day Saints. But others say they are 

Mormons. What do the Mormons believe? 

Can you tell me?—A Pennsylvania reader. 

The Mormons, or the “Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints,” base their 
peculiar teachings on ‘the revelations. of 
Joseph Smith, whom they revere as a 
prophet. 

In the hymnal of the Latter-Day Saints, 
along with standard old hymns of praise 
and. worship of God and Christ, we find 
hymns exalting, praising, and recounting 
the teaching, acts, and death, of Joseph 
Smith. One is entitled, “Joseph the Prophet, 
Martyred Saint and Seer”; another, bear- 
ing the title, “The Seer, Joseph the Seer,” 
contains the line, “With Gods he soared 
in the realms of day, and men he taught 
the heavenly way.” 

Mormonism attacks the deity of God. 
One of its books of doctrine says: “The 
Prophet Joseph Smith corrected the idea 
that God that now is was always God: 
“We have imagined,’ said he, ‘and supposed 
that God was God from all eternity. I will 
refute that idea, and will take away the 
vail so that you can see. ... It is the first 
principle of the gospel to know for a cer- 
tainty the character of God and to know 
that we may converse with him as one 
man converses with another, and that he 
was once a man like us; yea, that God him- 
self, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth 
the same as Jesus Christ himself did.’ ... 
‘God himself was once as we are now, and 
is an exalted Man and sits enthroned in 
yonder heavens.’ ” 

Again: “Let it be remembered that the 
Prophet Joseph Smith taught that man, 
that is, his spirit, is the offspring of Deity ; 
not in any mystical sense, but actually; 


that man has not only a Father in heaven, . 


but a Mother also.” 

Speaking of God, Mormonism says: “In 
‘the beginning,’ which transcends our un- 
derstanding, God undoubtedly exercised his 
will vigorously, and thus gained great ex- 
perience of the forces lying about him.” 


“God, the Father, the supreme God, has 
gone through every phase of the Great 
Plan, which we are working out.” 

Mormonism denies the deity and unique 
Sonship of the Lord Jesus. In a work on 
this subject it states: “The main differ- 
ence between the Latter-Day Saints and 
‘Christians’ on the subject of incarnation, 
is that the Latter-Day Saints believe that 
incarnation does not stop with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Our sacred books teach that 
not only was Jesus Christ in the beginning 
with God, but that the spirits of all men 
were also with him in the beginning, and 
that these sons of God, as well as the Lord 
Jesus Christ, became incarnated in bodies 
of flesh and bone (Doctrine and Covenants, 
section 93).” 

Mormonism teaches that salvation may 
be had after death. “There is baptism, 
etc., for those to exercise who are alive, 
and baptism for the dead who die without 
the knowledge of the Gospel. . . . It is 
not only necessary that you should be bap- 
tized for your dead, but you will have to 
go through all the ordinances for them, the 
same as you have gone through to save 
yourselves. There will be 144,000 saviors 
on Mount Zion. . . . There is a way to 
release the spirits of the dead; that is by 
the power and authority of the Priesthood 
—by binding and loosing on earth... 
This doctrine presents in a clear light the 
wisdom and mercy of God in preparing an 
ordinance for the salvation of the dead, be- 
ing baptized by proxy, their names recorded 
in heaven and they judged according to 
the deeds done in the body. Those Saints 
who neglect it in behalf of their deceased 
relatives, do it at the peril of their own 
salvation.” ‘ 

In a book entitled “Rational Theology, 
As Taught by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints,” and “Published for 
the Use of the Melchizedek Priesthood by 
the General Priesthood Committee, 1915,” 
we read (p. 23): 

To determine this relationship between 
God and man it is necessary to discuss, 
first, the conditions under which God 
became God. ... However, if the great 


(Continued on page 633) 
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Looking Over the Summer's romsee2 at Bethel 
By James L. Kelso, D.D. “"” 


logical Editor of The Sunday School Times and Professor of ed and 
Biblical Archeology in the Pittsburgh-Xenia Th 











In camp at Beitin, Palestine, 


August 29. 
E ARE bidding good-by to ancient 
W Bethel, for the summer’s work of 
the Kyle Memorial Expedition 


here is. almost finished. Dr. W. F. Al- 
bright will remain on the site for another 
week in order to complete the study of 
a new area from the days that antedate 
Joshua, but the writer must hasten home 
to his teaching at the Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Theological Seminary. 

Let us take a last look at the Bethel 
of Bible history. Today the barren hill- 
sides are the predominant feature of 
the landscape, although their barrenness 
is relieved here and there by little orchards 
and vineyards. In Old Testament days 
the picture was more pleasant, for at that 
time the hills were in large part wooded, 
whereas the better land was farmed. The 
excavation has verified this picture which 
the Scripture presents in many places, for 
the enormous amount of ashes found in 
the various destructions proves the heavy 
usage of wood in these houses, 


How Old Is Bethel? 


Abraham is the first Biblical character 
whose name is associated with Bethei, but 
a century or so before his time a large 
city stood here, which extended even to 
the northern part of the city where we 
are excavating. Probably near the old 
spring an older city could be found, but 
modern houses occupy all this area, so 
we cannot easily excavate there. The 
Abraham and Jacob narratives fit exactly 
into the next period of Bethel’s history, 
for the cultural period that the Bible 
narratives show is the same as the cultural 
background that archeology digs up. In 
a visit to the old ridge east of Bethel, 
where Abraham built his sanctuary, we 
found a Bronze Age cemetery which was 
probably used by the people of that period 
or shortly earlier, Such cemeteries were 
normally located near holy sites, but we 
were unable to find the exact site where 
Abraham erected his altar. 

Between the days of Jacob and Joshua 
Bethel had a checkered history. The city 
that Jacob saw was later destroyed by a 
great conflagration. It was then reoccu- 
pied under Hyksos influence, and this city 
in turn was destroyed early in the Late 
Bronze Age. The new city that replaced 
it at the close of the Late Bronze Age, 
that is, the thirteenth century B. C., is 
the one that Joshua captured. 

In the last letter I described this city 
and in particular the large palace that 
belonged to the. Canaanite king or to one 
of his chief nobles. An additional week’s 
study on this building has increased its 
likelihood as a royal residence. The Israel- 
ite conquest burned this city to the ground, 
and the new city that arose on the ashes 
of Bethel was of a completely different type 
from any that had previously occupied the 
site. The age of feudalism, with “lord 
and serf,” passed away and democracy, 


Ancient Egyptian and Syrian coins, 
tiny Canaanite idols, seal cylinders 
written in hieroglyphics, carved bone 
work, and farm implements — these 
are some of the finds described in this 
fourth and concluding article on the 
Kyle Memorial Excavation carried on 
this past summer in Palestine. Dr. 
Kelso also shows how the archeolo- 
gists at Bethel have solved another 
apparent Bible “difficulty.” Times 
readers will be much interested in 
his picture of the modern farewell 
feast at Beitin. 








with its “first chosen from among equals,” 
took its place. 

The thirteenth century date for Joshua’s 
invasion becomes increasingly plain as new 
cities are excavated, for it is here and 
only here that one finds both the cultural 
and the religious changes that the Israel- 
ites introduced in Palestine. The earlier 
date, which is often given by conservative 
scholars for the conquest, does indeed show 
a large-scale destruction of Palestinian 
cities at one time. But the crucial point 
is that these cities are replaced by cities 
with the same Canaanite culture and the 
same Canaanite religion. It is only the 
thirteenth century date that shows the de- 
struction of both Canaanite culture and 
Canaanite religion. 

The story of the conquest as given in 
Joshua and Judges has been a worry to 
many conscientious Bible students, for in 
the Book of Joshua the capture of a certain 
Canaanite city will be given, but in. turn- 
ing to the Book of Judges one will some- 
times find an entirely different capture of 
this same city referred to. Bethel is a 
case in point. This problem is unraveled 
in the excavations here, for we find not 
only that Joshua destroyed the city but 
that the Israelite city which replaced the 
Canaanite one was itself destroyed shortly 
afterward, and even the next city which 
replaced it was’in turn destroyed before 
the Philistines captured Shiloh. Judges 
I: 22-26 may be an allusion to this last 
destruction of Bethel. The days succeed- 
ing Joshua’s death were more perilous 
for early Israel than we had realized. It 
is the old story of a military genius who 
has no real successors. 


Resisting the Philistines 


By the time Samuel is prominent in the 
prophetic office Bethel seems to have been 
firmly established from a military view- 
point. There is no evidence yet that the 
Philistines who destroyed Shiloh to the 
north, and who occupied Michmash to the 
south, ever occupied Bethel. 1 Samuel 13 
shows Michmash as the Philistine military 
outpost in this neighborhood, but they 
would not likely have taken this inferior 
position if they had been able to master 
the more important strategical site of 
Bethel. 

Through David’s reign and Solomon’s 
Bethel continued ‘to enjoy prosperity. One 








of the great hopes of the expedition was 
that we might find the sanctuary of Jero- 
boam I where he placed one of the golden 
calves, but our excavations in the period 
of the divided monarchy haye found only 
the residential section of the city. The 
site is so large, however, that we niay have 
several summers’ work before the sanc- 
tuary is discovered. 

The detailed history of the divided mon- 
archy was one of the most difficult prob- 
lems we had to meet, for although we had 
vast quantities of pottery, representing all 
phases of the divided monarchy, it was 
of little value to us because the Hellen- 
istic dwellers, who followed this period, 
sank such deep foundations that they 
ruined most of the house walls which :we 
needed for the detailed knowledge of. this 
period of history. One historic break, 
however, is quite certain. . Josiah added 
the city to his kingdom, and when Nebu- 
chadnezzar invaded Judea he destroyed 
Bethel on his march to Jerusalem. The 
post-exilic city which succeeded it. is. the 
last Scriptural mention of Bethel, although 
the city continued to be of high importance 
throughout the inter-Testament and New 
Testament periods. 


Memories of Alexander and the Ptolemies 


Let us turn now from the history. of the 
city to the objects found in it. Sixty coins 
were found. The earliest is a rare coin 
of Alexander the Great. Then in historic 
order follow the coins of the Egyptian 
Ptolemaic rulers of Palestine who suc- 
ceeded Alexander. Ptolemies II, III, IV, 
V are represented. The Syrian Seleucids, 
who followed the Ptolemies as Palestin- 
ian overlords, are represented by the coins 
of Antiochus Epiphanes, the ruler who 
tried to exterminate Judaism, and two 
later members of the dynasty, Antiochus 
VII and VIII. 

The Maccabean coins come from John 
Hyrcanus and Alexander Jannzus, and 
some are from a later period which imi- 
tated the latter’s coins. Under the Ro- 
mans are coins of Herod Archelaus, the 
Procurators Coponius, Pontius Pilate, and 
Felix, as well as the two Herod Agrippas. 
The Jewish Revolt, which saw the city’s 
capture in A. D. 69, is represented by sev- 
eral coins. 

Of the distinctly religious objects, the 
chief finds were Astarte figurines. They 
were either little plaques or statuettes of 
the fertility goddess who led the invading 
Israelites into sin. The Jeroboam calf 
worship introduced into Bethel was an 
attempt to blend this old Baal-Astarte cult 
into the pure Jehovah worship. The most 
important find of the entire expedition was 
the cylinder seal of this Canaanite goddess 
and her consort Baal. In this seal she 
was represented in another of her phases 
—the goddess of war. She was also the 
goddess of the lower world, but we have 
no special representations of her in this 


(Concluded on page 626) 
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ter how great the preparation or how per- 
fect the argument, closing with him always 
requires some kind of leap at the last. . 

We do not lead up to praying. We 
always have to begin with it. But when 
our mood is low and cheerless, our sins 
and recreancies so recent, we almost in- 
stinctively say, “Let me get a little more 
ready for it,’ instead of doing as the 
Psalmist did, plunging right into the heart 
of the matter and saying, “Have mercy 
upon me, O God, according to thy loving- 
kindness: according unto the multitude of 
thy tender mercies blot out my transgres- 
sions.” The paradox of human life is 
waiting to be more fit for praying, when 
praying alone makes us more fit for it. 
Here we always have to begin with the 
conclusion. 

The most unfit can utter a cry. How 
largely the Psalms are just cries! No one 
would choose to offer only a cry if he 
could offer something better. Yet how 
surprised men may have been to find that 
out of those broken, fragmentary words 
of theirs, not knowing whether their mood 
would last ten minutes or whether they 
could follow them up with any adequate 
act, God has made a whole which has 
outlasted all ‘their careful and compieted 
discourse. Even the most fit of praying 
men, like Francis of Assisi, often had 
nothing better than a cry. Once when 
- his friends, desirous of knowing more about 
the secret of his prayers, listened all night 
when he was in retreat, they were amazed 
that all night long he could find no more 
to say than, “O God! O God!” “This 
poor man cried, and the Lord heard him.” 
Spurgeon offered such prayers as he could. 
They. were fragmentary and brief, and 
- he: said that if long and connected ones 
were needful then he was a lost man. 

We begin with God, and spend the rest 
of our days getting ready for him. It is 
devastating to our pride. We want to 
redeem a false start—and the Divine 
Presence is the only way to do it. What 
unbelievably poor materials God will use! 
Fenelon, after the disappointment of all 
his prouder and more ambitious hopes, 
became the confidant and spiritual adviser 
and helper of all kinds of people. And 
once when a woman of rank, cynical, angry, 
and despairing, told him she could not 
pray or take any interest in spiritual things 
“because God bored her so,” she expected 
a withering reply and dismissal. Instead, 
Fenelon said simply, “Well, why don’t 
you tell God so?” And long, long after- 
ward a Christian writer of note has told 
us how in his straits he heard of that 
and took heart to practice the presence 
of God all over again. We shall never 
be done with these approaches to God 
where people took their emptiness and 
their hollowness, their tedium and distaste, 
their boredom and futility, and all their 
deadness straight into the presence of God 
and found that life was turned into a place 
of springs. The burnt-out woman at the 
well of Samaria, to whom the conclusion 
of things seemed perhaps centuries off, 
found that she could begin again — bit 
only with the conclusion, and that nothing 
was nearer than that. 

It makes one’s heart ache to see people 
flinching away from the Bible’s great, ear- 
nest words and conclusions as if the soul 
could not bear to stand at once in its great 
central glow, and trying to‘ work up to 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


them gradually by studying the Bible as 
literature. To try to teach or study the 
Bible, and know in your bones that all 
the time you are avoiding its main point 
and making no allusion to it, is sad busi- 
ness. Literature it certainly ts, but only 
incidentally and secondarily, and all effort 
to make it only that falls flat. We have 
no triumphant shouts from people who 
have worked up into it as literature. 
The grace of God is not something we 
can very well “lead up to gradually.” It 
is always a beginning, and not a logical 
sequence. And we do not begin with it 
only once or twice, but always more and 
more and more. The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is threshold as well as ulti- 
mate sanctuary. The benedictions begin 
with it. They put it in the forefront. It 
comes into view, not after long deserving, 
but before there is any and when there 
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is none, and creates it. The grace of 
God “is: God thinking, feeling, willing, 
suffering, sacrificing, upsetting every cal- 
culation, outleaping every expectation, sur- 
prising the guilty with forgiveness and 
the fallen with hope. When we were lost 
and undone, and could glean no encour- 
agement from conscience and no assurance 
from merit, then from the splendor of the 
divine nature there flashed upon ‘us the 
wonder and surprise of a full and free 
salvation.” 

It is never too late to mend; but not 
because we can still, by some intense effort 
and strain, the very thought of which dis- 
courages us, make a beginning, but because 
a great, fresh creative beginning is always 
at our hand. God undertakes for us. Our 
beginnings are at the best but borrowed 
things. It is the reversal of human judg- 
ment, but we begin with God. 
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The Menace of Mormonism 


Is there any way I can learn what the 
doctrines of Mormonism are? There are 
two men going from house to house in our 
neighborhood, and it is said they are Lat- 
ter-Day Saints. But others say they are 
Mormons. What do the Mormons believe? 
Can you tell me?—A Pennsylvania reader. 
The Mormons, or the “Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-Day Saints,” base their 
peculiar teachings on the revelations. of 
Joseph Smith, whom they revere as a 
prophet. 

In the hymnal of the Latter-Day Saints, 
along with standard old hymns of praise 
and worship of God and Christ, we find 
hymns exalting, praising, and recounting 
the teaching, acts, and death, of Joseph 
Smith. One is entitled, “Joseph the Prophet, 
Martyred Saint and Seer”; another, bear- 
ing the title, “The Seer, Joseph the Seer,” 
contains the line, “With Gods he soared 
in the realms of day, and men he taught 
the heavenly way.” 

Mormonism attacks the deity of God. 
One of its books of doctrine says: “The 
Prophet Joseph Smith corrected the idea 
that God that now is was always God: 
‘We have imagined,’ said he, ‘and supposed 
that God was God from all eternity. I will 
refute that idea, and will take away the 
vail so that you can see. ... It is the first 
principle of the gospel to know for a cer- 
tainty the character of God and to know 
that we may converse with him as one 
man converses with another, and that he 
was once a man like us; yea, that God him- 
self, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth 
the same as jesus Christ himself did”... 
‘God himself was once as we are now, and 
is an exalted Man and sits enthroned in 
yonder heavens.’ ” 

Again: “Let it be remembered that the 
Prophet Joseph Smith taught that man, 
that is, his spirit, is the offspring of Deity; 
not in any mystical sense, but actually; 


that man has not only a Father in heaven, . 


but a Mother also.” 

Speaking of God, Mormonism says: “In 
‘the beginning,’ which transcends our un- 
derstanding, God undoubtedly exercised his 
will vigorously, and thus gained great ex- 
perience of the forces lying about him.” 


“God, the Father, the supreme God, has 
gone through every phase of the Great 
Plan, which we are working out.” 

Mormonism denies the deity and unique 
Sonship of the Lord Jesus. In a work on 
this subject it states: “The main differ- 
ence between the Latter-Day Saints and 
‘Christians’ on the subject of incarnation, 
is that the Latter-Day Saints believe that 
incarnation does not stop with the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Our sacred books teach that 
not only was Jesus Christ in the beginning 
with God, but that the spirits of all men 
were also with him in the beginning, and 
that these sons of God, as well as the Lord 
Jesus Christ, became incarnated in bodies 
of flesh and bone (Doctrine and Covenants, 
section 93).” 

Mormonism teaches that salvation may 
be had after death. “There is baptism, 
etc., for those to exercise who are alive, 
and baptism for the dead who die without 
the knowledge of the Gospel. . . . It is 
not only necessary that you should be bap- 
tized for your dead, but you will have to 
go through all the ordinances for them, the 
same as you have gone through to save 
yourselves, There will be 144,000 saviors 
on Mount Zion. . . . There is a way to 
release the spirits of the dead; that is by 
the power and authority of the Priesthood 
—by binding and loosing on earth... . 
This doctrine presents in a clear light the 
wisdom and mercy of God in preparing an 
ordinance for the salvation of the dead, be- 
ing baptized by proxy, their names recorded 
in heaven and they judged according to 
the deeds done in the body. Those Saints 
who neglect it in behalf of their deceased 
relatives, do it at the peril of their own 
salvation.” 

In a book entitled “Rational Theology, 
As Taught by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints,” and “Published for 
the Use of the Melchizedek Priesthood by 
the General Priesthood Committee, 1915,” 
we read (p. 23): 

To determine this relationship between 
God and man it is necessary to discuss, 
first, the conditions under which God 
became God. ... However, if the great 


(Cantinued on page 633) 
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Looking Over the Summer's Excavating at Bethel 
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In camp at Beitin, Palestine, 


August 29. 
E ARE bidding good-by to ancient 
W Bethel, for the summer’s work of 
the Kyle Memorial Expedition 


here is. almost finished. Dr. W. F. Al- 
bright will remain on the site for another 
week in order to complete the study of 
a new area from the days that antedate 
Joshua, but the writer must hasten home 
to his teaching at the Pittsburgh-Xenia 
Theological Seminary. 

Let us take a last look at the Bethel 
of Bible history. Today the barren hill- 
sides are the predominant feature of 
the landscape, although their barrenness 
is relieved here and there by little orchards 
and vineyards. In Old Testament days 
the picture was more pleasant, for at that 
time the hills were in large part wooded, 
whereas the better land was farmed. The 
excavation has verified this picture which 
the Scripture presents in many places, for 
the enormous amount of ashes found in 
the various destructions proves the heavy 
usage of wood in these houses. 


How Old Is Bethel? 


Abraham is the first Biblical character 
whose name is associated with Bethel, but 
a century or so before his time a large 
city stood here, which extended even to 
the northern part of the city where we 
are excavating. Probably near the old 
spring an older city could be found, but 
modern houses occupy all this area, so 
we cannot easily excavate there. The 
Abraham and Jacob narratives fit exactly 
into the next period of Bethel’s history, 
for the cultural period that the Bible 
narratives show is the same as the cultural 
background that archeology digs up. In 
a visit to the old ridge east of Bethel, 
where Abraham built his sanctuary, we 
found a Bronze Age cemetery which was 
probably used by the people of that period 
or shortly earlier, Such cemeteries were 
normally located near holy sites, but we 
were unable to find the exact site where 
Abraham erected his altar. 

Between the days of Jacob and Joshua 
Bethel had a checkered history. The city 
that Jacob saw was later destroyed by a 
great conflagration, It was then reoccu- 
pied under Hyksos influence, and this city 
in turn was destroyed early in the Late 
Bronze Age. The new city that replaced 
it at the close of the Late Bronze Age, 
that is, the thirteenth century B. C., is 
the one that Joshua captured. 

In the last letter I described this city 
and in particular the large palace that 
belonged to the Canaanite king or to one 
of his chief nobles. An additional week’s 
study on this building has increased its 
likelihood as a royal residence. The Israel- 
ite conquest burned this city to the ground, 
and the new city that arose on the ashes 
of Bethel was of a completely different type 
from any that had previously occupied the 
site. The age of feudalism, with “lord 
and serf,” passed away and democracy, 


Ancient Egyptian and Syrian coins, 
tiny Canaanite idols, seal: cylinders 
written in hieroglyphics, carved bone 
work, and farm implements — these 
are some of the finds described in this 
fourth and concluding article on the 
Kyle Memorial Excavation carried on 
this past summer in Palestine. Dr. 
Kelso also shows how the archeolo- 
gists at Bethel have solved another 
apparent Bible “difficulty.” Times 
readers will be much interested in 
his picture of the modern fareweil 
feast at Beitin. 








with its “first chosen from among equals,” 
took its place. 

The thirteenth century date for Joshua’s 
invasion becomes increasingly plain as new 
cities are excavated, for it is here and 
only here that one finds both the cultural 
and the religious changes that the Israel- 
ites introduced in Palestine. The earlier 
date, which is often given by conservative 
scholars for the conquest, does indeed show 
a large-scale destruction of Palestinian 
cities at one time. But the crucial point 
is that these cities are replaced by cities 
with the same Canaanite culture and the 
same Canaanite religion. It is only the 
thirteenth century date that shows the de- 
struction of both Canaanite culture and 
Canaanite religion. 

The story of the conquest as given in 
Joshua and Judges has been a worry to 
many conscientious Bible students, for in 
the Book of Joshua the capture of a certain 
Canaanite city will be given, but in turn- 
ing to the Book of Judges one will some- 
times find an entirely different capture of 
this same city referred to. Bethel is a 
case in point. This problem is unraveled 
in the excavations here, for we find not 
only that Joshua destroyed the city but 
that the Israelite city which replaced the 
Canaanite one was itself destroyed shortly 
afterward, and even the next city which 
replaced it was in turn destroyed before 
the Philistines captured Shiloh. Judges 
I: 22-26 may be an allusion to this last 
destruction of Bethel. The days succeed- 
ing Joshua’s death were more perilous 
for early Israel than we had realized. It 
is the old story of a military genius who 
has no real successors, 

Resisting the Philistines 

By the time Samuel is prominent in the 
prophetic office Bethel seems to have been 
firmly established from a military view- 
point. There is no evidence yet that the 
Philistines who destroyed Shiloh to the 
north, and who occupied Michmash to the 
south, ever occupied Bethel. 1 Samuel 13 
shows Michmash as the Philistine military 
outpost in this neighborhood, but they 
would not likely have taken this inferior 
position if they had been able to master 
the more important strategical site of 
Bethel. 

Through David’s reign and Solomon’s 
Bethel continued ‘to enjoy prosperity. One 


of the great hopes of the expedition was 
that we might find the sanctuary of Jero- 
boam I where he placed one of the golden 
calves, but our excavations in the period 
of the divided monarchy haye found only 
the residential section of the city. The 
site is so large, however, that we may have 
several summers’ work before the sanc- 
tuary is discovered. 

The detailed history of the divided mon- 
archy was one of the most difficult prob- 
lems we had to meet, for although we had 
vast quantities of pottery, representing all 
phases of the divided monarchy, it was 
of little value to us because the Hellen- 
istic dwellers, who followed this period, 
sank such deep foundations that they 
ruined most of the house walls which we 
needed for the detailed knowledge of. this 
period of history. One historic break, 
however, is quite certain. Josiah added 
the city to his kingdom, and when Nebu- 
chadnezzar invaded Judea he destroyed 
Bethel on his march to Jerusalem. ‘The 
post-exilic city which succeeded it. is. the 
last Scriptural mention of Bethel, although 
the city continued to be of high importance 
throughout the oe and New 
Testament periods. 


Memories of Alexander and the Ptolemies 


Let us turn now from the history of the 
city to the objects found in it. Sixty coins 
were found. The earliest is a rare coin 
of Alexander the Great. Then in historic 
order follow the coins of the Egyptian 
Ptolemaic rulers of Palestine who suc- 
ceeded Alexander. Ptolemies II, III, IV, 
V are represented. The Syrian Seleucids, 
who followed the Ptolemies as Palestin- 
ian overlords, are represented by the coins 
of Antiochus Epiphanes, the ruler who 
tried to exterminate Judaism, and two 
later members of the dynasty, Antiochus 
VII and VIII. 

The Maccabean coins come from John 
Hyrcanus and Alexander Jannezus, and 
some are from a later period which imi- 
tated the latter’s coins. Under the Ro- 
mans are coins of Herod Archelaus, the 
Procurators Coponius, Pontius Pilate, and 
Felix, as well as the two Herod Agrippas. 
The Jewish Revolt, which saw the city’s 
capture in A. D. 69, is represented by sev- 
eral coins. 

Of the distinctly religious objects, the 
chief finds were Astarte figurines. They 
were either little plaques or statuettes of 
the fertility goddess who led the invading 
Israelites into sin. The Jeroboam calf 
worship introduced into Bethel was an 
attempt to blend this old Baal-Astarte cult 
into the pure Jehovah worship. The most 
important find of the entire expedition was 
the cylinder seal of this Canaanite goddess 
and her consort Baal. In this seal she 
was represented in another of her phases 
—the goddess of war. She was also the 
goddess of the lewer world, but we have 
no special representations of her in this 


(Concluded on page 626) 
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When Pastor Ling's “Little Pearl’ Was Kidnaped 


His brave witness for God when his own 
eart was nearly broken 


By Susan E. Hall 











loved fléck called their young min- 

ister, who was the like-minded son 
of his missionary father, was in the coun- 
try, as usual, on a “hunting and fishing 
trip,” as he would say, with that eager light 
in his blue eyes. And since his return 
from furlough, with the gift of a baby car, 
he would strut a bit and add, “and motor.” 

But on this occasion he had regretted 
that he had not bicycled out, as usual, or 
taken Tidoh and the compound’s ’ricksha, 
or even his father’s ancient barrow-man 
and his equally ancient wheelbarrow. He 
would have saved himself and the little 
new car considerable humiliation. 

For with only poor excuses for roads at 
best, in the time of the fall plowing the 
Chinese leave themselves, as one might 
say, without excuse. They plow off as 
much as they can on each side of the 
road, as no one seems to care. And what 
is a road compared with a strip of fertile 
field or even one extra row of vegetables? 
Their proverb says it with a shrug, “Sow 
wheat, plow ground, no road.” Therefore, 
with one wheel or both in plowed ground, 
the Reverend Jim and his toy car were 
pulled into the Village-Under-the-Willows 
by a sturdy team of oxen. 


ORN to the sights and sounds of China, 

however, he revelled in the activity 
about him,— plowmen crying to their slow 
beasts along the brown furrows, harvesters 
gathering in the crops of beans and peanuts 
and sweet potatoes, half-naked glistening 
bodies of the men, wholly naked children 
bounding about in the fall sunshine, women 
in blue tunics and trousers and head-rags 
sweeping behind the vine-cutters to get 
the last leaf for fuel, the continuous clack- 
clack of the sifters, searching out the last 
peanut from each square foot of earth, All 
most interesting, and there was ample time 
to take it in. 

Moreover, the rescue of the foreigner 
summoned the usual crowd, and the Pastor, 
during the frequent pauses of his lumber- 
ing escort, spoke to the friendly farmer 
folk. After the simple telling of the Story, 
into each outstretched hand went a tract 
or a printed text, “each one a high ex- 
plosive, you know,” as he was wont to say 
to his friend, young Pastor Ling, “for 
the Word of God is powerful.” 

Pastor Ling was at home, and came 
to the gate in his mud wall to greet his 
friend, with smiles and much shaking of 
his own clasped hands, and inquiries re- 
garding the health and peace of all his 
friends in the city. 

In the dusk of a warm evening for 
September, the two young men sat in the 
chapel courtyard, outside the room adjoin- 
ing the little chapel, where the foreigners 
always slept, and across from the modest 
plaster house of the Chinese minister. 
Small sounds came over to them from 
the chickens settling in their shed, the 
donkey put his long ears out from the 


Provea'' “LITTLE-JAH,” as his be- 


end door, the old grandfather sat in the 
middle door smoking his tiny pipe, and 
in at the door nearest the street wall Mrs. 
Ling was leading the two children to bed. 
The baby boy clung to her hand and stag- 
gered, chuckling proudly, while the other, 
a charming little girl of five, chattered to 
the kitten in her arms, and laughed up into 
her mother’s face, a fascinating picture of 
the grace of secure childhood. 

“You, Foh-Lien,” said Jim, “and your 
good wife, are a great use to me, as par- 
ables and proverbs.” 

“And how is that, my friend?” 

““Can two walk together except they 
be agreed?’ ‘Train up a child in the way 
he should go.’ These and similar sayings 
I quote to the heads-of-families, or to 
those about to make a heathen marriage. 
And then, say I, ‘Look at Pastor*Ling and 
Mrs. Ling. See?” 


“W ELL, we agree because we are one 
in Him. And our children are chil- 
dren-of-the-covenant, and must be trained 
for Him.” 

Jim looked at him with lighted eyes, 
and thought of his own Scots forebears 
of many generations. The other was con- 
tinuing thoughtfully : 

“We Chinese love and enjoy our chil- 
dren, But the love and the joy of Christ, 
what can compare with these in the rear- 
ing of a family? I beg one moment.” He 
rose, with a low bow, and hurried across 
the courtyard to the dimly lighted room, 
whence came the murmur of a childish 
voice in prayer. Jim lay gazing at the 
stars, and smiled. 

His witnesses, “Rice Christians !’”’ he mut- 
tered that sore word, and grinned broadly. 
Ling returned quietly, and they talked of 
their work, of the fifteen villages over 
which Pastor Jah had the oversight, of 
this immediate section which belonged to 
Pastor Ling. 

“Ah, but the light grows. It is through 
these small flames of witness burning in the 
dark.” 


6O\7ES, Ling. Even in your Rice Village, 
I find four ready for baptism.” 

“And seventy come to our Sunday school. 
We must have a larger chapel there. But 
—how? They can raise only a fourth of 
the cost. Did you know, my friend, that 
Rice Village is a regular bandits’ nest? 
I go there trembling. But I have never 
missed a visitation. Nor do I ever lack 
a crowd at the services. Poor things! 
Never to lie down in safety! Oh! God 
knows the sorrow of this our North coun- 
try. But to this present matter — you 
will stress always the importance of in- 
creased giving?” 

“T will, Ling. But it almost chokes 
me, when I know some are even denying 
themselves food.” 

“Some, but not all,” said Pastor Ling 
firmly. “All must witness. A great wit- 
ness is giving. By the way, I ask for a 
decrease next month, if you please. My 





father has raised a good crop of beans. 

My brother is gone on the potato-pilgrim- 

age, and promises to divide with me —” 
“On the — what?” 


66 A H, YOU recall it, I am sure. This 
time of year, how the people flock out 
of our North country to dig the last smail 
potatoes that may perchance be overlooked 
in those good fields of the South. We 
have postponed the Communion till the re- 
turn of our people.” Pastor Jah smiled 
in the darkness, and at once became grave. 
“But your salary has been cut three 
times, my lad.” 

“Ah, but American dollars have been 
high. Yes, I insist on a decrease. I shall 
trust the Lord for a goodly sack of my 
brother’s potatoes,” the young fellow said 
simply. And Jim wondered, with dim- 
med eyes, how many heads of families 
could be found demanding a decrease from 
six dollars a month. 

All around his field and back home to his 
own fireside young Pastor Jah carried 
warm in his heart this memory of his 
friend. 

“I came -to China, Jane,” he said to 
his wife, “thinking I was sacrificing some- 
thing. But these, His witnesses in the 
uttermost parts of the earth, they can put 
it all over us!” He gathered up his baby 
son, and his heart swelled with tenderness 
for that other young father, and his chil- 
dren-of-the-covenant. 


‘SEDASTOR! Pastor!” A cry of grief and 

horror it was, in the peaceful, green 
courtyard where the little plaster manse sat 
under its huge magnolia tree. A cry and 
a running, and the Pastor was at the 
door, behind him Jane, clutching the baby. 
behind her the amah and the cook. It was 
early. They had but risen from break- 
fast, and shadows still lurked along the 
high wall. But oh! the shadow that was 
to fall with this news! 

Ti-doh, laundryman, ’ricksha-man, er- 
rand-boy in general to all the foreign com- 
pounds in the Street-of-the-Baby-Well, 
sprang upon the little porch, his eyes bulg- 
ing, his cropped hair standing high. 

“Moh-s! Tu-fei!” (“Pastor! The ban- 
dits! Scum-of-the-earth.”) 

“Lord, help!” breathed the young Amer- 
ican, and waited for the blow. Where now 
had the wolves been desolating his flock? 

“They went to the Village-Under-the- 
Willows. They carried away the little 
daughter of Pastor Ling!” 

“Ah-h!” <A choking, and a silence. 

“When, Ti-doh?” asked Jane quietly. 

“Last night. Even now his nephew is 
come with the tidings.” 

“Bring him here, Ti-doh. Summon all 
to prayer. Call another ’ricksha, and be 
ready in a quarter-hour to conduct us.” 

Pastor Ling had been to Rice Village, 
on his regular visitation. The crowd of 
listeners in the late afternoon sunlight 
had seen a still more heavenly light in 
his face, as he comforted them for their 
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many sorrows, taught them to pray and 
to trust, finishing with a favorite text, 
“Thou hast given a banner to them that 
fear thee, that it may be displayed because 
of the truth.” “Ah, my beloved, let our 
light shine! Let our banner float high! 
We are His witnesses.” 


~~ plodding home in the darkness of 
the silent fields, he gave thanks that 
there had been no new tale of bandit out- 
rage. Many a poverty-stricken family of 
Rice Village had already mortgaged the 
rest of its hard-laboring life to borrow ran- 
som money for some stolen member’s re- 
turn. But the bandits seemed to have gone 
elsewhere for the time. 

He arrived at home. He found that 
they had indeed. They had come to his 
own village, had forced their way into his 
own home in his absence, flung aside the 
mother, the old grandfather, pounced upon 
the nearest cot, and carried away his 
heart’s delight, Little Pearl. By the time 
they could summon help, the bandits had 
disappeared in the darkness and confu- 
sion. , 

The news went out. None came in. The 
night wore away, the sun returned, and 
people flocked around the stricken family. 
At last two ’rickshas dashed through the 
gate. Make way for the Pastor’s friends, 
Pastor Jah and the Doctor-Number-Three! 
Pastor Ling came to meet them, tried to 
smile, 

“You are come. God is good. You will 
help me — still—to witness?” The young 
father’s voice broke. He led the two 
Americans inside his desolated home. In 
the midst of neighbors, friends, and rela- 
tions, Mrs. Ling sat unheeding, her hand 
on the cradle of the sleeping baby, her 
face turned to the empty cot in the corner. 
During the prayers that followed, the 
father’s voice began steadily, “Thou hast 
showed thy people hard things — thou hast 
given a banner to them that fear thee — 
oh, help us!” he broke off in anguish. 


AYS passed. The soldiers came. But 

the bandits had vanished, and no one 
knew their hiding place. One evening a 
soiled letter arrived in the Pastor’s mail, It 
was the demand for ransom. And the sum 
was set at a hundred dollars, 

“That,” said Pastor Jah, on hearing from 
Ti-doh, who went regularly to the Vil- 
lage-Under-the-Willows for news, “is 
thirty dollars gold, and equivalent to five 
months’ salary for Foh-Lien, Isn’t it, 
Father ?” 

“No,” said the Oldest Doctor. “You 
remember we cut his salary again, at his 
own request. ‘The ransom money is now 
his pay for six months. And what will 
the Pastor do, Ti-doh?” 

“The Pastor, sir, will try to borrow the 
ransom money. He sends particular word 
that his salary is to remain reduced as it 
is. God will give his Chinese friends lend- 
ing hearts. And he bids me say he is 
carrying the banner of witness.” Ti-doh 
bowed and departed; and Pastor Jah, blink- 
ing his eyes very fast, gathered up his son 
and hid his face in the baby’s soft neck, 
to that young man’s huge delight. 

The next evening Ti-doh could report, 
“The Pastor Ling has been able to bor- 
row the ransom money. He only awaits 
word of direction how to pass it over to 
the bandits.” 

But day followed day till a month had 
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passed. The bandits were being hard 
pressed by the soldiers, who were on the 
point of finding their hiding place. It was 
not in Rice Village any more; peace had 
descended there. Pastor ,Jah rode his 
bicycle hard, and saw his friend at every 
opportunity. 

“Fling out the banner, lad! 
is the Lord’s,” 

“Yes, my friend. Though he slay me, 
yet will I trust him.” They prayed to- 
gether. Chinese and foreigners in those 
days were marveling, were heartened and 
upborne by the unwavering faith of Pastor 
Ling. The very gate of Heaven was the 
gate in the mud wall of the Jesus-House, 
in the Village-Under-the-Willows, to many 
a burdened soul during those days of 
waiting. 


The battle 


N A lonely country region of poor little 

farms, of barren fields in which clus- 
tered the conical mounds of graves both 
ancient and recent, some children wan- 
dered, digging grass roots for fuel. 

“This year is not as last year, when we 
dug grass roots and peeled off bark, to 
eat,” said one child thoughtfully. Scarcely 
ever far from famine, hardly keeping the 
roundness of childhood in their solemn lit- 
tle faces, they went maturely on with their 
task, while among the graves a woman 
wailed to the spirit of her dead, and planted 
a white rag on a stick to show her faith- 
fulness, 

Presently the ragged woman paused in 
her wailing to worship at a wooden shrine 
under a sacred tree. Shouldering her sack 
of roots she trudged away then along the 
threadlike path across the brown fields. 
The children kept at their task unheeding, 
as the desolate wailing came faintly back 
on the chill wind. Such sounds were part 
of their background. 

But the oldest boy lifted his head and 
looked perplexed. For the woman had 
hobbled quite out of sight, and still that 
faint wail came from somewhere. 

“What is that, Chu-er?” The others 
sat on their heels, blinking. Chu-er turned 
slowly, listening, and as the sobbing cry 
sounded feebly again, he pointed a shaking 
finger. The sound came from among the 
graves beyond the great tree. 

“Come!” he said, and running looked 
back, called again, “Come on, sillies!” 
Curiosity and authority won over their 
fears, and the children dashed after him 
across the rough field. 


N A hidden hollow, where the leaves 

from the huge ginkgo tree had drifted 
deep, the children stopped aghast. For 
that faint cry sounded at their very feet, 
from under some dry grass and scattered 
twigs. Chu-er, trembling violently, stooped 
and cleared these away. A tiny child face 
appeared. Emaciated almost to a skele- 
ton it was, the dirt-encrusted cheeks 
streaked with tears, the blue lips. still 
faintly moaning. 

“Call m-my father,” spoke Chu-er. 
“C-call my father to come quickly!” He 
was on his knees, digging frantically at 
the leaves and loose earth under which 
the child was buried. The children ran 
screaming. 

When they returned, flying across the 
fields, a man ran with them. Chu-er stag- 
gered toward them with his piteous bur- 
den. His father held out stalwart arms. 
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Looking down on the barely living little 
creature and then looking about with 
piercing eyes, muttering only, “Tu-fei!” 
he turned and carried the child to his farm- 
house in the distance. 


6CQ. HE lives,” he said to his wife, “but 

scarcely. Hot shee-fan for her quickly. 
Ah!” Round-eyed the children crowded 
to see the famished little creature try to 
sip the rice gruel from the carefully held 
spoon, 

“Ah, the scum-of-the-earth! They hoped 
to hide her through the day, and move 
her at night, doubtless. Or—they have 
removed themselves, being pursued by, sol- 
diers. Perhaps tomorrow she will be stfong 
enough to speak, if old enough to know 
her name.” 

But tomorrow the child looked at them 
with great staring eyes, called heart-break- 
ingly for her father, her mother, and once 
wandered off into the beginning of a song, 
“*Ya-su ai o-—’” 

“What is that? ‘Ya-snv’—I have heard 
that name. It is the Christians’ God!” 
The farmer sat thoughtful, spoke suddenly. 
“Chu-er, in the morning you will take 
the baskets to the Town-of-the-River-Mar- 
ket. In the market place you will listen 
without speaking. He who does that hears 
without betraying. Perchance some one 
will mention that a Christian family has 
lost a child. Take thought and care! 
Bandits are possessed of as many ears as~ 
humans.” 


N THE Town-of-the-River-Market it — 

was market day, dispensary day, and 
therefore preaching day, for a notable three 
who had met there to wage war upon 
the enemy of souls and bodies, to’ sow’ 
righteousness and to reap a sure reward, 
After a quiet talk in a tea shop, where One’: 
other made a fourth at table, the Doctor 
went up the street and the two Pastors, 
followed by Ti-doh and a ’rickshaful of 
books and tracts, went down. They betook 
themselves to the market place and mounted 
their improvised pulpit, a wide board on 
two stools, 

“Ling does the preaching,” Jim explained, 
at home that night, “while I handle the 
books, and spell him if he gets hoarse, 
after, say, two hours. We-ell, you know 
he’s radio, newspaper, country school 
teacher, preacher, and witness bearer, all 
in one. And they listen! He has a way 
wi’ him! And when he begins telling thern 
of this Book, that it has been a _best- 
seller for more than four hundred years, 
I get some business. And maybe he starts 
a song. Today it was, ‘Jesus loves me.’ 
And I declare*if I didn’t get a thrill when 
a small boy right up front, who hadn’t bat- 
ted an eye for an hour, just gasped, and 
repeated, ‘Ya-su ai o’! But if you'll be- 
lieve it, while I was trying to reach him 
he spoke one moment with Ti-doh, asked 
him where Ling was from, then wriggled 
out of the crowd and was gone! Took 
out down the canal bank lickety-split, with 
his long pole and his big baskets streaming 
behind him. I went back disappointed, but 
in time to hear Ling seal his witness, as 
he always does now, by telling of the loss 
of his little daughter and then calling on 
Heaven and earth to praise God for his 
love and mercy! That’s witnessing!” 

“Pastor! Pastor!” A cry and a run- 
ning, under the magnolia tree, and Pastor 
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Jah was at his door. Ti-doh, the swift 
Mercury, dashed up the steps. 
“The child! The child is found! 
now they are taking her home!” 
The minister paused only to whisper, 
“But we know Thou hearest us always,” 
and turned, afire with joy. 
“Call all together for praise. 
other ’ricksha, be ready to run.” 
They were on the road. They approached 
the Village-Under-the-Willows from the 
South as an excited procession turned into 
its one street from the opposite direction. 
In the midst of these, on a pallet-borne-of- 
four, lay, half-conscious but living, the 
Little Pearl. 


Even 


Call an- 


“Safe! Alive! She’s safe! The child 
is alive! She is here—the Pastor’s Little 
Pearl!” The cries rang along the street, 


up to the mud wal! of the Jesus-House, 
in at the gate,—the court was filled with 
sound. Also in at the gate dashed two 
’rickshas. Make way for the Pastor’s 
friends, the Doctor-Number-Three and the 
Pastor Jah! 

Pastor Ling is at the door, and his wife. 
The ehild is in their arms. 

And now the American Doctor took 
charge, and, like the Great Physician, put 
eut of the tiny room all but the father 
and mother of the child yet scarcely re- 
turned from the dead. But out in the 
court was no scorn nor laughter in this 
Galilee-of-the-Gentiles, as a wide-eyed 
-throng stood and heard the words of the 
foreign shin-sen (“teacher”). And at the 
crowd's: edge, Ti-doh, who had run six li 
without an extra breath, mopped his 
streaming face and joyfully plucked at a 
near-by sleeve. 

“Ah! It is you. You who inquired of 
‘Pastor Ling’s dwelling. And how did 
-yyou know his child?” The boy turned 
.:;quiet eyes upon him. 

“By her name, ‘Ya-su ai o,” he said 
simply, and pressed forward to hear the 
Word of God. ; 

“And can you beat that?” muttered Ti- 
doh, in appropriate Chinese. But a farmer 
by his side was whispering questions. 
Ti-doh answered calmly. 

“Surely. The Pastor Ling said our God 
was able, and behold! he was. Only dull- 
pates will not believe. Let the bandits 
carry off a heathen child, and does she ever 
come back?” Ti-doh’s faith was strictly 
practical, And the farmer, marveling, 
moved up beside his son. 

It was the time of the evening star and 
the sunset glow a few days later, and 


young Pastor Ling sat in the courtyard” 


again with his friend, young Pastor Jah. 
Across the court small sounds came to 
them, of animals settling to sleep, of chil- 
dren’s sleepy murmurs. 

“Well, my friend, in the mercy of God 
I have a hundred dollars with which to 
witness to him.” 

“But— but, boy, you’ve got tc pay it 
back, with interest!’ 

“Even so. In ten months, or a little 
more, it can be done. Now, what do you 
think of my plan? I wish to build a chapel, 
a memorial to his love and mercy. The 
farmer and his son, who saved her, will 
labor upon it, so will many others, so shall 
I myself, and my family. Handsomely it 
can be accomplished, with ail that money! 
At Rice Village, ninety, and more each 
day, pack the Sunday school, block the 
door and the window. At Rice Village, 
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the bandit-infested, place-of-sorrow, there 
we shall build. What think you?” His 
friend, seeing visions, answered, 

“{ think that the people who sat in dark- 
ness will see a great light.” 

“Yes,” said Ling Foh-Lien. “He has 
given a banner to them that fear him, that 
it may be displayed because of the truth.” 
And at that moment, from the minister’s 
house came a lovely sound,—a_ child’s 
voice drowsily singing, 

“Ju-su Ya-su ai o, Ju sen-su gao so o 
(‘Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me 
$0)” 


Wimincron, N. C. 
ue 


A Gallows in Africa 
By Thomas A. Lambie, M.D. 


ASSING along an African trail I was 

shocked to see a rude gibbet and from 
it hanging a thief. A gibbet or gallows 
tree is like two crosses set so close to- 
gether that one cross arm is enough for 
both. This gallows was made of two 
young trees cut from the forest and the 
cross arm was tied to them with ropes. 
Had you sawn it in the middle it would 
have been two crosses, but where you 
might have sawn it across was hung the 
thief. My heart went out in pity for the 
thief. He had prabably never heard of 
Jesus Christ. I thought of the other thief 
who found Paradise and somehow wished 
my poor thief had been there, too, that 
day to enter that sweet and blessed coun- 
try with his Redeemer and Lord. 

“The wages of sin is death.” Ah, yes, 
the poor thief had found it so, and as he 
swung in the wind there, his mute lips and 
lifeless limbs gave a shuddering proof that 
sin’s wages must be paid. 

Again I passed the gallows tree and 
the load it bore was gone. The cross arm 
had failen, too, and one of the uprights. 
The poor corpse lay along the ground. 
Had I had any kind of tool I should 
have buried the body, but I was, alas, 
twenty miles from home and had to ride 
hard to get home before dark. 

Yet once again I passed the dreadful 
scene, but two years had elapsed. To my 
surprise the tree still stood there, but a 
wonderful thing had happened to it. The 
rude and scarred tree had taken root and 
was a repulsive thing no longer, but green 
leaves and branches disguised the purpose 
for which it had once been used. 

Beloved, what a picture of grace! No 
form nor comeliness in Him the sin-bearer. 
Face more marred than any man. Moses 
lifted the symbol of the poison snake. 
What? A poisonous snake a type of 
Christ? Yes,—of Christ bearing your 
dreadful sin. 

Your place was on that tree. Your sin 
is not less than that of yonder thief who 
paid the price. You did not pay the price. 
Jesus paid it all! Hallelujah! 

“And from the ground there blossoms 
red, life that shall endless be.” That tree 
is ever green, that cross the symbol of 
death becomes the symbol of life. The 
fearful price is paid.. The tree has brought 
forth life, and I have peace with God 
through my Lord Jesus Christ! My place 
was rightfully on a cursed tree, but in 
my place a Substitute died. 


Aptis ABABA, ETHIOPIA. 
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Looking Over the Summer's 
Excavating at Bethel 


(Concluded from page 623) 


particular phase, although the city of Ana- 
thoth between Bethel and Jerusalem is 
named in honor of her as goddess of the 
underworld. 

The Egyptian goddess Hathor is rep- 
resented by a scaraboid and by a beautiful 
piece of carved bone inlay about eight 
inches long. It was designed as an inlay 
for a chair, but was a miniature reproduc- 
tion of a column and capital from an Egyp- 
tian temple. The head of the goddess is 
treated in such a way by the sculptor that 
it serves as the capital which is placed 
upon the column, It dates from the period 
between Genesis and Exodus when Pales- 
tine was an Egyptian province. 

From the Babylonian-Persian period, 
which corresponds to the Biblical exilic 
and early post-exilic period, comes a coni- 
cal seal dating probably from the fifth 
or sixth century B. C. It presents a wor- 
shiper standing before an incense altar. 
Behind the worshiper is a spear, the sym- 
bol of the deity Marduk, who is his 
god. 

Among other objects found may be 
mentioned jewelry, which is represented 
in worked copper, iron, stone, and bone. 
There are implements of war, farming, 
manufacturing, and trade. Various kinds 
of games were found, of which knuckle- 
bones was the Jewish specialty. From the 
Israelite periods come toys for the children. 

Manufacturing does not seem to have 
been as common here as it was at Kirjath- 
sepher, where virtually the whole city was 
given over to weaving and dyeing in the 
period of the divided monarchy. Bethel 
seems to have been rather a good farming 
center, which also served as a trade junc- 
tion as it was located at the crossing of 
the north and south ridge road of Pales- 
tine and one of the main east and west 
roads from the seacoast to the Jordan 
valley. 

The other day we enjoyed a taste of 
what the modern farms of Bethel produce, 
for the sheik of the village had us to 
dinner. There was a large, cool, upper 
room furnished for us. Mattresses spread 
upon Hebron rugs served as our banquet 
couches. The floor itself was our table, 
and upon it were set the dishes of the 
feast. The main feature of the meal cen- 
tered in a huge wooden bowl. It was as 
big as a dishpan and heaped high with 
rice studded over with large chunks of 
mutton. Knives and forks were taboo, 
and we used hands only. The sheik tore 
the meat from the bones and placed it in 
our hands. He would pour the sauce upon 
the rice and then mix it together in the 
dish for use to eat. Now with our own 
hands we made little “snowballs” of the 
rice, for that is Arab table technique, 
although it must be said that we could 
hardly bolt these “snowballs” at one gulp 
as a good Arab would. Tiny cups of 
bitter Arabic coffee, spiced with cardamon 
seed, were served, and the native grapes 
of Ephraim were our dessert. 

With the Arab a feast is a covenant, a 
symbol of friendship and faithfulness, and 
so it is with this happy spirit of comrade- 
ship that we say Ma Salami to our Arab 
friends until we dig again at old Bethel. 
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LESSON 3. OCTOBER 21. 








THE CHRISTIAN AT PRAYER 


International Uniform Lesson.—Matthew 6:5-15,; Ephesians 3: 14-21; printed text: Matthew 6:5-15 
Golden Text.—Continuing instant in prayer.— Rom. 12:12 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Matthew 6 :.5-15 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 6:5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the 
hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues 
and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. 
Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when 
thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; 
and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: 
for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, before ye ask him. 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in 
heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven. 

11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: 
pine thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

men 

14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father 
will also forgive you: 

15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses. 


x % 


The Lesson as a Whole 


Verse 9.—Afier this manner . 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Matt. 6:5 And when ye pray, ye shall not be as the hypocrites: 
for they love to:stand and pray in the synagogues and in the cor- 
ners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say 
unto you, They have received their reward. 6 But thou, when 
thou prayest, enter into thine inner chamber, and having shut thy 
door, pray to thy Father who is in secret, and thy Father who 
seeth in secret shall recompense thee. 7 And in praying use not 
vain repetitions, as the Gentiles do: for they think that they shall 
be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not therefore like unto 
them: for t your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, 
before ye ask him. 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our 
Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. 11 Give us 
this day ?our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we 
also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And bring us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from *the evil one.* 14 For if ye forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 
But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasées. 

1Some ancient authorities read, God your Father. *Gr., our 
bread for the coming day. Or, our needful bread. *Or, evil. 

*Many authorities, some ancient, but with variations, add, For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

Amen. 


American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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Verse 12.—Forgive us our debts. As 


.. pray. 








By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 

Gs ORD, teach us to pray.” In answer 
to that request the Lord of prayer, 
who used prayer as the great power 


and the sweet secret of his own life, gave 
the incomparable words of “the Lord’s 


Prayer.” But he had already given the 
disciples that prayer, probably eighteen 
months before, in the Sermon on the 
Mount. Evidently they had not appre- 


ciated it, not made it a power in their 
lives. Have we? 


The Historical Setting 

The “Lord’s prayer” was first given in 
the Sermon on the Mount, which we may 
place in the late spring of A. D. 28. 


Verse by Verse 


Matthew 6:5.—The hypocrites ... have 
their reward. The praise of men— vain 
and empty reward indeed! 

Verse 6.—Enter into thy closet. A fig- 
urative expression for a secret place with 
God, but it does suggest the importance 
of a definite place to draw apart. Thy 
Father which is in secret. We walk by 
faith, not by sight, and the secret of inti- 
mate friendship of the Lord is with those 
who seek him in this way (Psa. 25:14; 
27:5; 31:20; 91:1). This does not ex- 
clude public prayer, or prayer with others. 

Verse 7.—Use not vain repetitions. Not 
forbidding repetitions, which may express 
deep earnestness (Matt. 26:44. Note 1 
Kings 18:26; Acts 19:34). 

Verse 8.—Your Father knoweth .. . be- 
fore ye ask. Yet we are to ask him (Psa. 
62:8; Jas. 4:2). Frequently the answer 
is on the way before the prayer is made. 


This Prayer is a model for all true prayer, 
but also it is in the form of a prayer and 
may be used as such (note Luke 11:2), 
avoiding the danger of saying it by rote 
or using it in large public assemblies where 
many have no right to pray it. Our Father. 
These two words are for believers who 
are joined to God by the Holy Spirit, and 
who are joined to one another in the Body 
of Christ (1 Cor. 12:13). Which art in 
heaven. He is preciously near and dear 
to us as our Father, but also he is high 
and holy (Eccles. 5:2). Hallowed be thy 
name. We first bow down and worship. 
His name sets forth all that he is (Exod. 
9a°10° 4455292 Bsa 11F:o): ‘True 
prayer begins with God, and an absorption 
in his interests: thy name, thy kingdom, 
thy will. 


Verse 10—Thy kingdom come, The 
complete answer will be the consummation 
of redemption (1 Cor. 15: 23-28), in the 
new heaven and the new earth. But it 
includes all the stages: the present prog- 
ress of the Gospel, the personal return of 
Christ and his millennial reign. Thy will 
be done. Realized in a measure now, in 
us, a foretaste of future glory. In earth, 
as in heaven. This phrase may well be 
applied to all three petitions. 


Verse 11.—Give us this day our daily 
bread. When we seek God first, he sup- 
plies all material and spiritual need (Matt. 
6:33), day by day (Matt. 6: 34; Luke 11: 
3). Our daily bread. The word trans- 
lated “daily” (epiousion) occurs nowhere 
else in all literature (except in the parallel 
passage, Luke 11:3); it is based on the 
verb “to be,” and means necessary or 
essential bread. This is a_ petition for 
material needs, but points to the living 
Bread (2 Pet. 1:3; Matt. 7: 11; Luke 11: 
13). 


we need daily bread, so we need daily 
forgiveness (Heb. 4:16). Our confession 
of sins should be definite; this general 
confession is a recognition of the need 
of mercy (1 John 1:9). As we forgive 
our debtors. This is neither the ground 
of God’s forgiveness of us, nor the meas- 
ure of it, but a recognition that we are 
in that merciful attitude that obtains mercy 
(Matt. 5:7). 

Verse 13.—Lead us not into temptation. 
Not that God ever leads into evil or 
wrong, and not that we want to avoid 
testings, but this is the negative expression 
of the prayer that God will lead us into 
right paths (Psa. 23:3). “Watch and 


pray, that ye enter not into temptation” 


(Matt. 26:41), that is, into temptation 
that will result in sin, or into temptation 
where we should not go. But deliver us 
from evil. From all evil of every kind, 
to be fully answered when every ‘enemy 
is destroyed. It seems preferable to re- 
gard this as a seventh petition (Psa. 23: 
4). The kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory. While probably not part of the 
original text, this majestic doxology was 
early used with the prayer, and expresses 
inspired truth. 


Verses 14, 15.—If ye forgive men. See 
Special Topics. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The heart of the Christian life is prayer. 
For faith operates through prayer — the 
kind of prayer our Lord taught. Against 
such praying all the darts of the enemy 
are hurled. That is why more consecrated 
Christians confess to a failure in their 
prayer life than in any other one thing. 
Some years ago when the writer was con- 
ducting his first Bible conference, he had 
the privilege of staying in the home of a 
most godly minister and his wife, who 
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were living as in the very presence of the 
Lord. The wife especially seemed to be 
“far ben” with God, as the Scotch say. 
When she bade her young guest good-by, 
she said: “If you ever think of me and 
offer a prayer for me, please ask God 
for one thing —to make me a woman of 
prayer, I’m not.” Whenever that prayer 
was made for her, there seemed much 
more need of praying, “Lord, make me a 
man of prayer.” It is the greatest petition 
that could be offered and answered, for 
with that, all else follows. The Father 
has given all things to his Son. Then he 
has given his Son to us, and he has given 
the Holy Spirit to take of Christ’s and 
make it ours (John 16:14, 15). But we 
receive these things by prayer. The 
Father gives good things to those who ask 
(Matt. 7:11), or gives the Holy Spirit 
(Luke 11:13), because all things come 
through the Holy Spirit. We have not 
because we ask not. 


Lesson Outlines 
THREE PRAYER SECRETS 

1. The Man of Prayer: A child of 
God, with assurance of sonship, bold- 
ness through abiding in Christ, impor- 
tunity, a forgiving spirit, faith. 

2. The Manner of Prayer: Putting 
God first, and including worship, inter- 
cession, petition for needs, confession, 
thanksgiving. 

3. The Manifestation of Prayer: Re- 
wards in Christlikeness and in answers 
that glorify God (John 15:7, 8, 16). 
Stupy To PREVAIL IN PRAYER 

1. Examples in prayer: Christ himself, 
Paul, Daniel, Abraham, Miller, Hudson 
Taylor, Hyde, and many others. 

2, Conditions of prevailing prayer. 

3: Hindrances to prayer. 

4. Subjects for intercession, 

5. A program for our own prayer life. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Our Lord’s Prayer Habits. Study the 
references in Luke, the Gospel of the Son 
of man, which emphasizes prayer: 3:21; 
S0iG> 6212; 9: 16; 20, 98; ros ar; IE: Ts 
22: 41-44; 23:34, 46; 24:30, 50. Note 
also Mark 1:35; Matt. 14:23; John 11: 
41, 42; 12:27, 28; 17: 1-26. 

Notable Bible Prayers. Abraham (Gen. 
18: 22-33); Hannah (1 Sam. 2: 1-10); 
David (2 Sam, 7: 18-29; Psa. 51); Solo- 
mon (1 Kings 8: 22-61); Jehoshaphat (2 
Chron. 20: 5-12); Ezra (Ezra 9: 5-15); 
the Levites, under Nehemiah (Neh. 9: 5- 
38); Daniel (Dan. 9: 3-19); Paul (Eph. 
3: 14-21; Phil. 1: 9-11; Col. 1: 9-12). How 
many others can you recall? 


Forgiving our Debtors. Our Lord em- 
phasized again and again our forgiving 
others as a condition of forgiveness and 
of prevailing prayer (Matt. 6:12, 14, 15; 
Mark 11: 22-26; Matt. 5:7; 18: 15-35). 
It is only a contrite heart that can ask 
and receive forgiveness of God, whether 
it be a sinner or a Christian; and only 
such is capable of prayer; and no heart 
that is contrite can hold enmity against 
another. 


The Lord’s Prayer for Christians—Not 
only is the Lord’s prayer given for be- 
lievers, but it is given for no one else. 
The petition to be forgiven as we forgive 
does not mean that God forgives because 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
3. October 21.—The Christian at Prayer. 
Matthew 6: 5-15; Ephesians 3 : 14-21 
4. October 28.—The Christian’s Standard 
of Life (International Temperance 
Sunday) ...... Ephesians 4:17 to §:21! 
. November 4.—Christian Growth. 
Luke 2 : 42-52; 2 Peter 1: 5-8 
November 11.—The Christian Citizen 
(Armistice Day) ...... Galatians 5 : 13-26 
7. November 18.—The Christian as 
Church Member. 
Matthew 5 : 13-16; Acts 2 : 41-47 
8. November 25.—The Christian Steward. 
Matthew 25 : 14-30 
9. December 2.—The Christian as Witness. 
1 Thessalonians 1 : 1-10 
10. December 9.—The Christian as Teacher. 
Matthew 7 : 24-29; Acts 18 : 24-28 
. December 16.—The Christian and the 
Lord’s Supper ....1 Corinthians 11 : 23-34 
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we forgive, and in the measure we forgive; 
if it did, it would contradict all the teach- 
ings of the Bible (see comment on v. 12). 
Our Lord was not putting these disciples 
under law (Rom. 9:31, 32). The words 
of our Lord’s Prayer are words of eter- 
nal truth, unaffected by varying dispensa- 
tions, 

Other Special Topics. Mighty Men of 
Prayer. Conditions of Answered Prayer. 
Christ’s Other Teachings on Prayer. Paul’s 
Teachings on Prayer. Parables on Prayer 
in Luke 11: 5-13; 18:1-8 (indirectly on 
prayer Luke 18:9-14). Good Books on 
Prayer (write Bible Institute Colportage 
Association, 843 N. Wells St. Chicago; 
Christian Life Literature Fund, 506 Com- 
monwealth Bldg., 1201 Chestnut St., Phil- 
adelphia; Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden St., Philadelphia). 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Be faithful in private prayer. Is one 
hour too much to give out of twenty-four, 
for a Quiet Time of Bible study and 
prayer? Let us see that half an hour at 
least is given to prayer during the day. 

Be faithful in family prayer. . Every 
family should have an altar. There the 
children should learn to pray. Parents 
should also pray with the children and 
for them. Husband and wife will find rich 
blessing in forming a daily habit of pray- 
ing together, each one praying aloud. 

Be faithful in church prayer, and prayer 
groups, Christian mothers in a neighbor- 
hood might join in prayer for their. chil- 
dren. Prayer groups in school or church 
should be formed. 


Pray for missions. Study the fields and 
the needs, and become intercessory mis- 
sionaries. “Thy kingdom come” is a call 
to pray for unreached mission fields, and 
for the Jew (Rom. 10:1, 15; 15:16, 30; 
2 Cor. 3:11). 

Pray for revival, In the world, in our 
nation, in our community, in our church, 
in our school, in our home, in our own 
heart. This is a prayer for the Church 
of Christ. Pray for our nation. 


Pray in faith for the salvation of our 
loved ones, and others. If a soul is laid 
on our heart, give thanks for the answer 
and keep on praying till the answer is 
manifest. Christian parents should pray 
with certainty of faith for their children. 
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Pray for all things. Nothing is too small 
for the loving concern of our Father. 
Nothing is too great for his almighty 
power (Phil 4:19). 

Forgive, if we have aught against any. 
Otherwise, there can be no assurance of 
answered prayer. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 
Daily prayer and daily bread go together. 


Victorious praying means victorious liv- 
ing all along the line. 


Our Lord never prayed to be seen of 
men, but his disciples saw him, and were 
filled with longing to know how to pray 
like him. 

Every great work for God has been built 
on prayer and faith. 


If our prayer does ‘not change things, 
let us try praise, for “praise changes 
things,” 

To gain more time for prayer: talk less; 
sleep less; worry less; idle less; waste 
less time at night. 

An unforgiving spirit is an unforgiven 
spirit. 

A company of ministers was once humil- 
tated by these questions : how many spend 
an hour each day in prayer? a half hour? 
fifteen minutes? ten minutes? five minutes? 
Where would such a test find us? 


Our Lord taught the disciples to seek 
first the Kingdom of God, and the prayer 
he gave them does this very thing. 


Note the remarkable parallel between 
the petitions for ourselves in the Lord’s 
prayer and the provisions of the Twerity- 
third Psalm: green pastures, restoring of 
soul, guiding in right paths, deliverance 
from evil, and victory over enemies. 

Cotumpsra, S. C. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and a for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. } 4 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Askew, and Mr, Smith. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to 
different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


AN you find an example of an earnest 

prayer, brief and to the point, which 

was uttered by the early Church, and 
which was quickly answer 

2. What is one of the most vital values 
in prayer? 

3. Name five important factors in effica- 
cious prayer, as clearly taught by our Lord? 

4. How often should we pray? 

5. What prayer on record was most prom- 
inently commended by our Lord? 

6. Can you list fifteen or twenty hindrances 
to prayer or causes of unanswered prayer? 

7. Does God answer the prayers of un- 
believers ? 

8. Which comes first, God’s forgiveness 
of our sins or our forgiveness of others? 
Does the Lord’s Prayer mean that our for- 
giveness of others. is the reason God forgives 
us? 

What shows that the Lord did not in- 
Po. ' to discourage long seasons of prayer, 
or limit prayer to such brief sentences as 
those in the Lord’s Prayer? 

10. Is it necessary to continue praying, as 
for example for an unsaved soul, after we 
have assurance that the answer will be given? 





Answers to the Questions 
‘The answers to the lesson entation are given 
on page 632 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Respkebable: 


LL readers are invited toggencSi¥stra tions 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
mg and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the day 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

The General’s View of It.—But thou, 
when thou prayest (Matt. 6:6). An of- 
ficer once complained to General Stone- 
wall Jackson that some soldiers were mak- 
ing a noise in their tent. “What are 
they doing?” asked the General. “They 
are praying now, but they have been sing- 
ing,” was the reply. “And is that a 
crime?” the General demanded. “The arti- 
cle of war orders punishment for any 
unusual noise,” was the reply. “God for- 
bid that praying should be an unusual 
noise in this camp,” replied General Jack- 
son.—From the Wesleyan Methodist. Sent 
by Ruth B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


Prayer Plus.—When ye pray (v. 7). 
It is recorded of D. L. Moody that, upon 
one of his. journeys across the Atlantic 
there was a fire in the hold of the ship. 
The crew and some volunteers stood in 
line to pass buckets of water. A friend 
said to Moody, “Mr. Moody, let us go 
to the other end of the ship, and engage in 
prayer.” The common-sense evangelist re- 
plied, “Not so, sir; we stand right here 
and pass buckets and pray hard all the 
time.” How like Moody this was! He 
believed that prayer and work were the 
two hands of the one person: that they 
should never be separated—From the 
Christian Herald (London). Sent by W. 
J. Hart, DD, Cwed, N. ¥. 


Why Prayer Is Different.—When ye 
pray (v. 7). I shall never forget what 
the late Dr. A. C. Dixon of Sptirgeon’s 
Tabernacle once said when speaking upon 
this theme of prayer. I cannot quote him 
verbatim, but the substance was this: 
“When we rely upon organization, we get 
what organization can do, when we rely 
upon education, we get what education can 
do; when we rely upon eloquence, we 
get what eloquence can do; and so on. 
Nor am I disposed to undervalue any of 
these things in their proper place. But,” 
he added impressively, “when we rely upon 
prayer, we get what God can do.”—From 
the European Harvest Field. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


Belying Our Prayer.—Our Father (v. 
9). There is one thing most pitiable, 
almost worse than even cold, black, miser- 
able atheism: To kneel down and say, 
“Our Father,” and then to get up and live 
an orphaned life—From Mark Guy Pearse, 
in “One Thousand and One Thoughts from 
My Library,’ by D. L. Moody. Sent by 
Hazel Thomson, Kansas City, Mo. 


Why Some Prayers Fail.—/f ye forgive 
not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses (v. 15). 
We sometimes hear of members of the 
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sappagterch who have not spoken to each 

other tor years. How can we expect God 


to forzive when this is the | 
remember one town that Mr. Sa nd 
I visited. For a week it seemed e 


were beating the air; there was no power 
in the meetings. At last I said one day 
that perhaps there was some one cultivat- 
ing this unforgiving spirit. The chairman 
of our committee, sitting next to me, got 
up and left the meeting right in view of 
the audience. The arrow had hit the mark, 
and Had gone home to the heart of the chair- 
man. He had had trouble with some one for 
about six months. He at once hunted up 
this man and asked him to forgive him. 
He came to me with tears in his eyes and 
said: “I thank God you ever came here.” 
That night the inquiry room was thronged. 
The chairman became one of the best 
workers I have ever known, and he has 
been active in Christian service ever since. 
—From “Prevailing Prayer,’ by D. L. 
Moody. Sent by E. M. Cary, Dayton, 
Ohio. Prize itlustration. 





How Moravians Prayed. — Continuing 
instant in prayer (Golden Text). When 
God was visiting the Moravians in the 
early days, they organized at Herrnhut 
two praying bands, one of men and the 
other of women, each with twenty-four 
members. These bands set apart one man 
and one woman to pray every hour of 
the day, so that the men in their place 
and the women in theirs were praying con- 
tinuously during the twenty-four hours. 
This double prayer, unbroken through 
every day, was maintained for a hundred 


| Here I've been ticking off: 
‘for you one thousand,four . : ys to 
hundred and forty minutes : pray,and not to faint: 


every day. Frauhly,now, 
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years. During this period there emerged 
the Moravian Mission movement in which 
the missionary church grew three times as 
large as the home church. The Moravians 
were used to give new light on essential 
Bible truths to John and Charles Wesley, 
thus preparing them for the revival that 
swept England and reached America— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Miss J. B. James, Toronto, Can, 


ye 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we pray, even as did thy disciples, that thou 
wouldst teach us to pray. How greatly we 
need to understand more fully the place that 
thou didst give to prayer in the life of the 
Christian! In our times of perplexity we have 
so often tried all resources of the mind before 
turning to thee for light! How formal and 
unthinking our prayers have been! Lord, we 
would have more praise in our praying, more, 
of the note of joy, and thanksgiving. So we 
do indeed thank thee today for all thy mercies, 
and for the high privilege of prayer in which 
we freely confess our need of much schooling 
under thy patient and loving direction,. We 
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Talking about prayer 
is needful so that we may understand 
more about it, think more about it, give 
prayer a larger place in our thought. But 
if we would learn how to pray, we have 
two teachers, — what the Bible says about 
prayer, and prayer itself. What is the 
Golden Text,—yes, “Continuing instant 
in prayer,” keeping at it, praying as best 
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we can. Are we depressed, troubled, 
thankful, hopeful, bold, or afraid? Ralph 
Norton of the Belgian Gospel Mission has 
over his desk in Brussels, “Men ought 
always to pray, and not to faint.” One 
great missionary leader says that he has 
sometimes been so weak from illness or 
some other cause that he could. hardly 
give words to prayer, and then he would 
just look up and say, “Father.” After all, 
what we need is to pray, with praise and 
thanksgiving, in quiet times alone with 
God, and out among others. But in any 
event, let us pray. Shall we do so now? 





THE CHRISTIAN’S RAYER 
RELEASES GOD'S OWER 


TEACH US TO PRAY! 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
wy By William H. Ridgway 


The Most Secret Place.—Thou, when 
thou prayest, enter into thy closet (Matt. 
6:6). Where is the most secret of all 
places? Where did the mother of Jesus 
hide the things concerning him? This 
Corner will tell you: the heart. 

We always begin the sessions of the 
Iron Rose Bible Class with a season of 
silent prayer. I have taught my men their 
“closet” was right inside their own breasts. 
It is this heart of ours that is under the 
eye of God. “But the Lord looketh on 
the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). 

And so in this secret place, as we all 
bow and sit in silence, all the anxieties 
and problems of the past week, the pres- 
ent hour, and the week to come are laid 
before our Great Friend who is closer 
than a brother. If any is moved to voice 
his prayer he is free to do so, and often 
one and another does so. 

My class is a cross section of the best 
manhood of the community. We all live 
under the same sky in the same valley, 
between the wood capped hills, drink from 
the same reservoir, and eat from the same 
farms and the same chain stores, and get 
our living in one way and another from 
the same industries. So we bow shoulder 

“to shoulder, man to man, and in our heart 
closets tell our Lord and Master all about 
it. This prayer period is most impressive. 
Then we close with the Lord’s Prayer in 
concert. 

Much so-called praying is like a mill 
man who used to live here. He hung 
one of those Christmas calendars, that 
has the Lord’s Prayer and Scripture verses 
on it, upon his bedroom wall. He would 
point to it, so he said, and cry, “Lord, 
them’s my sentiments,” and tumble into 
bed. That cannot be done when the heart 
is the closet. 


The Peak.—Give us this day our daily 
bread (v. 11). I have always called the 
attention of my people to this petition as 
the “peak” of the Lord’s Prayer. Give 
us this day our living. It includes beside 
meat and drink, our shoes, our clothes, 
our home, our comforts, and all the acces- 
sories that go to make us respectable in 
the community where God has placed us. 

I find our Italian neighbor thinks it 
means a chunk of bread and an onion. 
John Lee, the Chinese laundryman, thinks 
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it means a bowl of rice. The South Sea 
Islander —cocoanuts. The Bushmari» any- 
thing he can pick up. God’s purpose is 
that -his children shall have that which 
they need to make them comfortable and 
happy (Phil. 4:19; Matt. 6: 30-33). 

When the Prodigal came home “on his 
uppers” he did not receive a pair of over- 
alls or clothes out of the rag bag and a 
seat at the kitchen table among the “hired 
servants.” No, indeed. He got a wel- 
coming kiss of love, a fine cloak, a beau- 
tiful ring, and a big home-coming garty. 
You can read all about it in Luke fifteen, 
verse eleven to the end. 

Never forget God wants you to have 
nice things, and you are told to ask for 
them. So, boys and girls of whatever 
age, if you really want comfortable quar- 
ters and gocd living, remember you are 
asking for them when you really pray 
this prayer from your heart and not at 
sixty miles an hour from your lips, as 
sometimes it seems to be rattled off. And 
I write “rattled” advisedly. 

There used to be a train on the Wil- 
mington. and Northern Railroad that me- 
andered up and down the Brandywine 
Valley, winding hither and yon with the 
creek, and apparently not very seriously 
getting anywhere. The boys called it “The 
Daily Rattler,” noisy and not impressive. 


The Devil’s Pup.—If ye forgive not men 
their trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses (v. 15). What 
did you say was the name of the man who 
“did you dirt,” and you “have it in for”? 
I am using your own inelegant language. 
“That awful woman,’ who says, “those 
horrible things” about you and the other 
girls, I heard you call her “an old cat,” 
and you had a dagger in each eye with 
which you stabbed her. 

Well, my boy and girlie, here you are 
tight up against it in the most familiar 
and constant of all prayers. You are dis- 
tinctly told just what to do with Mr. Dirt- 
doer and Mrs. Tonguestinger. And the 
question for you just now is, “Can I rise 
to the level of my daily prayer?” 

The very poorest business in all the 
world is that of loading up with and carry- 
ing a “get even.” It spoils life for the 
grudge carrier. It is worse than a nail 
in the shoe or a cinder in the eye. If the 
grudge turns up at a dinner it spoils the 
party for you. If you meet in a busi- 
ness group you are restrained and em- 
barrassed. 

Most unpleasant things have a compen- 
sation. But the party who carries a 
grudge is cut off from Heaven by the 
terms of this prayer the Lord himself 
formulated, but there is not a thing to 
compensate. 

The drinker and the doper have a tem- 
porary exhilaration, but the Grudger has 
only the bitte: taste that comes with the 
morning after. When you nurse the puppy 
to keep it warm the little soft furry thing 
licks your hand in appreciation, but when 
you nurse your wrath to keep it warm 
that pup of the Devil snaps at you and 
often bites you. Therefore, ‘“What’s the 
use!” (Psa, 37:8; Eph. 4:26; Jas. 1: 19, 
20.) 

CoaATESVILLE, Pa, 


CuRIsTIAN YoutH is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MaterraL: The electric light in 
the room. 











OST of us are so familiar with the 

electric lights that we turn them on 
with no thought about them. But, sup- 
pose somebody refused to press the button 
that turns on the light. He wants a light, 
but he will not put his finger on the button. 
You take him around and explain the 
whole system to him, and he admits that 
it seems all right, but when you get back 
to the room, he sits in the dark, refusing 
to turn on the switth. When you remon- 
strate with him, he says, “Yes, it’s a 
great thing, —the electric light. I believe 
in it. I know it will work.” And then he 
sits down in the dark. 

Yes, I know just exactly what you would 
call him. But wait! You may be ‘just 
as foolish, I heard a woman say.a few 
days ago, “Yes, I am a Christian, but I 
don’t know a thing about praying. Yes, 
I believe God answers prayer. My next 
door neighbor is a wonderful woman of 
prayer. But I just don’t know a thing 
about it. It seems so complicated that 
I’ve never studied it out myself.” And I 
couldn’t convince her that it was her busi- 
ness to pray. She was very sure God 
would do everything that ought to be done 
without her praying. She _ believed : in 
prayer, she believed God answered prayer 
for others, but she would not establish 
any communication with God. 

Most people are not as frank as she 
was, but I wonder if there are not many 
like her. Why is it that so often when 
we want praying done, we look through 
the church and pick out a very few who 
know how to pray? Isn’t it because so 
many Christians either refuse or neglect 
to open the switch? 

God is always ready to hear the prayer 
of his child; his power is at our disposal 
if our lives are submitted to him. If we 
abide in him, he has promised that he will 
do what we ask. Are you sitting in the 
dark, refusing to establish communication 
with the Source of all power? 

Mopesto, Cat. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Learning to pray. 
2. How not to pray. 
3. “The Lord’s Prayer.” 











NE of the most wonderful thirgs in all 

the world is to receive answers to our 
prayers. When I was a girl I used to keep 
a little book which I called my “Praise 
and Prayer Book.” On one page I entered 
the date when I began to pray for a certain 
person or thing, and on the opposite page 
I wrote the date when the answer came. 
It was a most fascinating book! 

Some people do not get answers to their 
prayers. Do you know why? It may often 
be because they do not know how to pray! 
One day, when the Lord Jesus was here 
upon earth, his disciples came to him and 
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said, “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11: 
1b, Memory Verse). We-are going to 
think today about the prayer he taught 
them (Matt. 6:5-15). Let us read it all 
together, and then we will see what it 
means, 

First of all, the Lord Jesus told his 
disciples how not to pray. We are not 
only to say prayers, but we must really 
mean and understand what we pray. The 
heathen think that their gods will not 
listen to their prayers unless they con- 
tinually repeat the same words; but the 
true God is the heavenly Father of all 
who are saved by the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and he loves to have his children talk 
to him. He always hears and answers 
their prayers, although sometimes his an- 
swer has to be “No,” cr “Wait a bit.” 
Impress upon the minds of the little ones 
that we only become the children of God 
through the Lord Jesus Christ, and all 
prayer must be in his Name, to be accept- 
able to God. 

We are told to pray to our Father in 
Heaven — the lovely place where God lives, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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and where all are happy. “[Hallowed} holy 
be thy name.” Bring out emphatically 
that God’s Name should be reverenced, and 
never spoken lightly, or taken in vain. 
“Thy kingdom come.”. The kingdom of 
love and peace when the Lord Jesus will 
reign upon earth. Make it really fascinat- 
ing to the children, so that they will real- 
ize what a lovely thing they are praying 
for. Thy will be done.” His will is al- 
ways the best and happiest for us — alweys. 
Trace how our daily food comes from the 
hand of God. Show the little ones how 
our sins are like debts owed to our 
heavenly Father. The Lord Jesus paid 
all our debts when he died on the cross, 
so our hearts should be full of gratitude, 
and we should forgive others as he has 
forgiven us. “Temptation” (v. 13) means 
testing. Verse 15 is very solemn — how 
awful if God did not forgive us, and we 
could not go to Heaven! 


Expression Work 


Teach the children the: Lord’s Prayer, 
and then let them explain it to you, sen- 
tence by sentence, to make sure they really 
understand it. Point out that God comes 
first, and self last! 


York, Enc. 


Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
The Christian Life: 
3. Its largest channel of. supply — prayer: 
G) As our Lord taught it; 
(2) As our Lord used it; 
(3) As Paul used it. 


A your girls who are confessing 
Christians which is the greater help 
to them in their Christian living — the 
use of the Bible or of prayer? Let them 
talk this over with you a bit before you 
draw their minds to the suggestions given 
above for further light upon this channel 
of supply, which is surely one of the great- 
est ones available to human hearts, if not 
the very greatest. As they grow in their 
knowledge of the Bible and how to use it, 
it will become richer and richer to them 
—as indeed is true of prayer also— but 
the young Christian usually draws nearer 
to God through prayer than through any 
other channel. One may truly pray long 
before one can understand the Bible, in 
even the simplest forms of its teaching. 
And one can always pray, under every 
condition and circumstance whether one 
has a Bible ready for use, or even a word 
from it by memory. Your girls will profit 
by an, informal discussion of this fact. 

True it is, however, that we learn al- 
most all that we know about prayer 
through the Bible, or from others who 
have learned it from the same source; so 
the Bible remains at the very foundation 
of our Christian living. Today, we can 
only think of a few of the many phases 
of prayer that are revealed in that Book, 
based upon the passages given for study 
this week. 

(1) The careless familiarity that dulls 
appreciation prevents most young people 
of our churches from really grasping our 
Lord’s teaching about prayer in Matthew’s 
sixth chapter. Try reading. these’ words 
aloud to your girls from some fresh trans- 
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lation (Weymouth’s?) just to awaken their 
interest. Surely here are two things clearly 
taught us about true prayer: it does not 
consist in the words we use, but in the 
spirit they breathe, and that unless it is 
breathed toward God—never spoken for 
the praise of men—it is not heard at all, 
it is not prayer at all. 

Help your girls to see the emphasis our 
Lord put upon the forgiving spirit which 
alone can expect forgiveness—his only 
explanation of the form of prayer he him- 
self taught his disciples to use, though 
whole volumes have been written upon the 
wide meanings of this patte:n-prayer and 
its several petitions. 

(2) John’s seventeenth chapter records 
the only long prayer revealed to us from 
our Lord’s own lips—what could not 
your girls learn by a close study of that 
precious prayer of his for us! This is 
but the fullest revelation of his own prayer 
life, a constant state and habit of his 
whole earthly living, as told in the Gos- 
pels. Your girls can learn more about 
prayer from his own prayer life than from 
all other sources combined —their most 
fruitful field of study. 

(3) Call their attention to Paul’s prayers, 
as contained in his New Testament let- 
ters, the beautiful example from Ephesians 
suggested with this lesson being only one 
of many. He was like his Master in this 
respect as in many others. 


Home Study 


Memorize Matthew 6:5-15, unless you 
have already done so. If so, then take 
Ephesians 3:14, 15 to keep forever in 
your heart. 


Decatur, Ga, 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: The Steering Wheel. 
Discussion: Decide upon the best prayer 

program for a fellow. How often should 

he pray? Should it be only when he is 

in difficulty? For a regular daily prayer, 

what is the best time — morning or eve- 

ning? What is being “instant in prayer’? 
Objective: Listening to God. 











AY, fellows, suppose I could present 

you with a new automobile! And since 
we are supposing, let it be the very best 
car you can think of. There it stands at the 
curb, all bright and glistening in the 
morning sunlight— ready for you to get 
in and ride wherever you please. You 
wonder if it can be true; have I any right 
to give it to you? Is it mine? Why, yes, 
here’s the bill of sale, receipted. 

I turn it over to you, and you get in, 
settle yourself under that marvelous wheel, 
and square yourself for a spin in your new 
possession. There’s a beautiful dashboard, 
with all its ornamented appointments; you 
glance at them; the oil and gas and water 
gauges indicate a full supply. You press 
your foot on the clutch to be sure it is 
in neutral, turn the switch to connect the 
power, press the starter and wonder if the 
engine is really running, it is so silent. 

Then cautiously you release the brake, 
shift the gear into “first,” and slowly re- 
lease the clutch. Boy! you are moving 
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off, but so noiselessly that you can hardly 
believe it. Then you shift to “second,” and 
the car picks up rapidly and silently; then 
into “third,” —and down the avenue you 
go! She breezes along like a meteor shoot- 
ing across the night sky. You are thrilled 
through and through. You never thought 
that you would, as a boy, have a car like 
this. Maybe if you got to be a rich man 
—some day; but not now. You are rid- 
ing on top of the world in great style. 
Yonder comes a car to meet you. You 
say to yourself, “Boy, when I pass that 
fellow it will just sound like ‘whit!’ and 
that’s all.” You give the wheel a slight 
turn to the right, but the car continues 
in a straight line! You give the wheel a 
sharp whirl to the right—and with a 
quick jerk, for you are close up now— 
but the car continues straight ahead; the 
wheel simply whirls on the spindle; to 
your horror you realize it is not con- 
nected with the steering rods; and the 
next instant you are in a head-on collision 
— smash! Two days later it is “slow driv- 
ing and music on the hill.” 

Now, fellows, that disconnected steer- 
ing is the prayerless life. What steering 
is to a car, prayer is to a fellow. That 
is not the whole story about prayer. No, 
indeed, there. is much more to be said; 
but it helps: to understand one very im- 
portant meaning of prayer, and if you get 
it, it will be enough for this time. 

God has given you a marvelous equip- 
ment in your body, mind, and spirit. An 
automobile, no matter how fine and up-to- 
date in the present or any future improved 
models, could never be as perfect an or- 
ganism as that which the Creator has given 
you for the journey upon life’s great high- 
way. You've got a great trip in prospect. 
Physically fit and mentally alert, you are 
at the curb, keen for the spin into the 
great currents of a modern world. Are 
you ready for it, old fellow? Are you 
really ready? Examine that steering wheel 
right now and see if it is connected, be- 
fore you turn on the power that will thrust 
you into the traffic. That connection is 
prayer. Do you know how to make it? 
Oh, yes, I know you “say your prayers,” 
—but do you pray? And how? 

True prayer —the kind that puts a fel- 
low right in line with God’s plan for his 
life—is not necessarily asking for things. 
True prayer is simply, daily, constantly, 
looking to God to know his will, with your 
own will yielded — letting God do the talk- 
ing! Sometimes—yes, daily, at stated 
times — it will be meditating on his Word 
(for he speaks very clearly and definitely 
to you there when you give him the op- 
portunity), watching his plan unfold to you. 

That is one prime way to get guitlance; 
that is prayer connecting with Power; 
that is the steering wheel that insures a 
safe and happy journey. Don’t miss it, 
fellows! 


GrEENSBORO, N. C. 
ye 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for October 21) 
1. Acts 4: 24-31. 


2. It draws the soul into the closest con- 
tact we may know, here, with God himself: 
And such contact inevitably changes us more 
and more into his likeness. 

3. Importunity in prayer (Luke 11:8); 
perseverance in prayer (Luke 18: 1-8); pray- 
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ing with a yielded will (Matt. 6:10; Luke 
22:42); prayer without resentment in the 
heart (Matt. 6:14, 15); prayer in the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ (John 14:13, 14). 

4. “Men ought always to pray, and not to 
faint” (Luke 18:1). 


5. The prayer of the publican in the Tem- 
ple, as in contrast to that of the Pharisee 
(Luke 18: 9-14). 

6. Not being born again, unconfessed sin, 
unforgiving spirit, lack of full surrender, lack 
of assurance of salvation, laziness, late hours, 
talkativeness, restless Christian activity, an 
overcrowded schedule, doubt, worry, careless- 
ness, indifference to lost souls, indifference 
to missions, absorption in business, cares of 
this life, social activities, deceitfulness of 
riches, pleasures of this world, unbelief, lack 
of love for Christ. 


7. God frequently answers prayers of un- 
believers for the purpose of leading them on 
to faith and the acceptance of Christ. But 
those seeking to come to God while rejecting 
Christ, as the Jews do, cannot be heard, ex- 
cept as their prayer is a real desire for light 
from God (John 14:6; Luke 18: 13). 


8. The Lord’s Prayer is for children of 
God for whom Christ has died and who have 
already been forgiven. They show they are 
children of God by forgiving others. If they 
do not, this proves either that they are not 
saved or that they need chastening from God, 
since they are in the place of sinning Chris- 
tians who have not repented. ; 


9. The Lord himself spent nights in prayer 
and rose a great while before day to pray. 
All the great saints of God have been led 
to spend long seasons in prayer. Long prayers 
in. the Bible, such as Solomon’s, indicate 
that prayer is not limited to such brief state- 
ments as in the Lord’s Prayer. 


10. The Spirit uses our prayers as part of 
the spiritual forces to overcome the enemy in 
the conversion of souls and in other things. 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 





In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps in Bible Study (Unit I), and 
Child Study (Unit IV), for students and 
teachers who may be unable to enroll for 
the Standard Training Course offered only 
in Bible institutes, colleges, and seminaries, 
but who can pursue the Preliminary Train- 
ing Course in church and community 
classes or by correspondence. Those fol- 
lowing this course in THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times should write for further informa- 
tion to Clarence H. Benson, Secretary, 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


Lesson 3 
Old Testament Law and History 
By Robert C. McQuilkin 


Exopus 
Selected reading: Exodus 1-4, 12, 
I5, 17, 19, 20, 24, 32-34. 


A SINATI a new and wondrous thing 
happened. The mighty God came 
down and entered into a covenant with a 
people whom he had redeemed. A nation 
was born—fthe nation, with God as its 
King. 

Two great words suggest the theme and 
contents of the second book of the Bible: 
Redemption (Exod. 6:6; 15:13), and Cov- 
enant (24:7, 8). These words also sug- 
gest an outline of Exodus: A. Deliverance 
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from Egypt (Chapters 1-18). B. The 
Revelation and Covenant at Sinai (19-40). 
Redemption is by blood and by power, 
set forth in the Passover and in the de- 
liverance at the Red Sea, typifying the 
death and resurrection of Christ our Pass- 
over (1 Cor. 5:7). Christ.is also typified 
in Exodus by the slain lamb, the manna, 
the smitten rock, the tabernacle, the ark, 
Moses, Aaron. The Angel of the Cove- 
nant who led them in the pillar of cloud 
was Christ. The law pointed to Christ. 


LEVITICUS 


Selected Reading: Leviticus 1-5, 16, 
I?, 27,20. 


Leviticus, the book of worship, God’s 
message on Holiness, may be viewed in two 
parts: A. The Approach to God (1-16). 
B. Consecration of the People. (17-27). 
The priesthood and all the offerings point 
forward to Christ. Leviticus has its great 
redemption chapter on the blood (as Gene- 
sis has 22 and Exodus 12), chapter 16, 
on the Day of Atonement, typical of 
Christ’s atonement and also of the final 
cleansing of the nation of Israel. Another 
notable chapter is 23, on the seven great 
feasts, all pointing to Christ and his work. 


Lesson 3 
The World's Greatest University 
By Clarence H. Benson 


HE world’s greatest university is the 

home. Its enrollment is exceedingly 
small and discriminatingly select, but its 
courses are as varied as they are extended. 
Its teachers are peculiarly adapted, even 
though they may not be properly prepared, 
for its instruction. Ella Lynch, in “Book- 
less Lessons for Parent-Teachers,” says: 
“Tf you train your children carefully until 
they are seven years of age, they are 
already three-fourths educated.” Francis 
Xavier said: “Give me the children until 
they are seven and anyone may have them 
afterwards.” The child spends practically 
all of these years at home. 

The true home is not a duality; it is 
a trinity. Without children, it is a build- 
ing and faculty without a student. There 
is no substitute for a child in the home. 
Where parenthood has been evaded, no 
amount of vicarious social service will 
compensate for the loss of an enrollment 
in the world’s greatest university. 

Robert Clark in the Moody Monthly 
says: “It is the duty of parents to make 
the way of life as easy as they can. They 
will plan that their conversations and ac- 
tions before the children be such as to 
have a favorable impression on their minds. 
When I think of the profanity that is 
bellowed out in the hearing of children, 
the vulgarity, and obscenity, what chance 
has a child for moral understanding and 
development in an environment uncon- 
genial, immoral, and degrading? A man 
familiar with the slums of London said 
the children were not born into the world; 
they were damned into it. We can never 


expect a civilization that is safe, sane, and 
solid until every child has a suitable home.” 

All young men and women are under 
obligation to take a course in Child Study 
as well as in Bible, that they may be pre- 
pared for their position on the faculty of 
the world’s greatest university. 














Lesson for October 21 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October 28. Missionary Heroes of Today. Acts 
2:6, 


Sunday, October 21 


How May We Help to Put the Spirit of 
Christ into Economic Life? 
(Matt. 20 : 25-28) 





Mon.—A spirit of mercy (Luke 6: 36). 

Tues.—A spirit of fairness (Prov. 24 : 29). 

Wed.—A spirit of sympathy (Deut. 24: 15). 

Thurs.—A spirit of brotherliness (Col. 3: 
12-14). 

Fri.—A spirit of service (Matt. 23 : 11). 

Sat.—A spirit of honesty (Psa. 24: 1-5). 


Would Christ beat prices down? Why? 
Will a real Christian exploit the weak? 
How may we help to banish child labor? 


E CANNOT but realize, as we con 

sider the topic this week, that, in 
one sense, it is impossible for us to “put 
the Spirit of. Christ into economic life.” 
The Spirit of Christ comes into economic 
life or social life, or any other phase of 
our relationships, only as Christ himself 
comes to live in the hearts of the individ- 
uals involved. 











On the other hand, there is a very real 
sense in which Christian influence can and 
does change public opinion, and thus can 
bring into economic relationships Christian 
principles. In heathen Jands we see that 
trade or barter is largely a matter of out- 
witting the other fellow and getting the 
best of him. Common honesty and truth- 
fulness are often unthought of in making 
a business deal. It has not been so very 
many hundred years that, even in Christian 
lands, such was the case. Today, with all 
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our faults, nevertheless we find many 
reputable business firms who will not stoop 
to such practices, but. who insist upon 
truthful advertising and giving their cus- 
tomers a fair return for the price paid. 
4 

However, to us who are young people, 
the matter of helping to influence our eco- 
nomic life along Christian lines will be 
largely a personal matter. We can do lit- 
tle to compel employers to pay fair wages, 
or to represent their goods truthfully. 
Nevertheless, we can refuse to patronize 
those whom we know are doing such things, 


we 

We may not be in a position to con- 
trol the policies of the firm for which 
we work, but we can see to it that we give 
a fair and honest return for the salary or 
wages we receive, and we can guard against 
our own unfair treatment of those who 
work with us, or under us. 


Some of us have now, or will soon 
have, the opportunity to vote. What are 
we going to do with this power? Are we 
going to vote for political parties or for 
Christian principles? Are we going to 
make it our business to know what those 
who are running for office stand for? Or, 
are we merely going to drift along with the 
tide, and cast our vote according to popular 
opinion or party preference? 

ye 

All of us have opportunity to leave our 
imprint upon economic life whenever we 
purchase an article. A certain Christian 
young woman ordered a number of dresses 
from a department store. Some of these 
were kept for a number of days, and one 
of them actually worn before it was re- 
turned. Was this thoroughly Christian? 

A group of Christian young people were 
arranging a modest banquet to celebrate 
an organization anniversary. A certain tea 
room named the lowest price, but it was 
found that intoxicating liquors were some- 
times sold at the tea room, and it was 
pretty certain that there had been cases 
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Romans 12:12 
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where they had been sold to minors. Was 
a Christian group justified in patronizing 
such a tea room, even when it was more 
economical ? 

we 


Let us ask the Lord Jesus to open our 
eyes and make us more sensitive to what 
he would have us do in all our dealings 
with others. Let us be sure his Spirit is 
controlling and directing us, and thus using 
us as his examples, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


The Menace of Mormonism’ 
(Continued from second page) 


law of progression is accepted,{God 1 
have been engaged from the beginn 
and must now be engaged in progres_.ve 
development, and, infinite as God is, he 
must have been less powerful in the past 
than he is today. . . . It is only logical 
to believe that a progressive God has 
not always possessed his present position. 
As knowledge grew into greater knowl- 
edge, by the persistent efforts of will, his 
recognition of universal laws became 
greater until he attained at last a con- 
quest over the universe, which through 
our finite understanding seems absolutely 
complete. ... 

His Godhood, however, was attained 
by the use of his power in simple obedi- 
ence to the laws he discovered as he grew 
in experience, 


{n the same book (p. 48) we read: 


According to the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, the Garden of Eden, the first 
home of Adam and Eve, was located 
near the city known as Independence, 
Missouri. To the north and east of. In- 
dependence, some scores of miles, is prob- 
ably the place where Adam dwelt after 
he had been driven out of the Garden. 
The State of Missouri, and the country 
around it, is, therefore, of tremendous 
interest to those who accept the Gospel 
as restored in the latter days. 


A vital work in the field of Home Mis- 
sions, with which Christian people are not 
as familiar as they should be, is that of the 
Utah Gospel Mission of Cleveland, Ohio 
(9277 Amesbury Ave., N. E.). The field 
work of this mission began in 1901, and 
has continued in vigorous, genuine evan- 
gelism ever since. The Secretary is the 
Rev. John D. Nutting, who was a pastor 
in Salt Lake City for some seven years 
before undertaking the mission work and 
who therefore had personal knowledge of, 
and contact with, Mormonism. Mr. Nut- 
ting knows, from abundant personal evi- 
dence and long study, why Mormonism is 
such a terribly false, unscriptural, and de- 
structive religion; while he hates the sys- 
tem, he loves the Mormons, and is gladly 
giving his life to tell them the Good News 
of salvation in Christ as Saviour. The 
work of the Utah Gospel Mission is not 
mainly “fighting Mormonism,” —that is 
only a side-issue. Its real, intense purpose 
is the saving of souls among these multi- 
tudes who have almost no other opportunity 
of being saved. Christian people every- 
where should pray for this work and stand 
by it in every possible way. Information 
may be obtained by writing the Mission at 
the address above, and books and booklets 


mms amas 
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on Mormonism, setting forth the truth 
about the system, are the following: 


The Real Doctrines of Mormonism. By J. D. 
Nutting. (Utah Gospel Mission, 9277 Amesbury 
Ave., N. E., Cleveland, Ohio, 4 cents.) 

The Mormon’s Mistake, or What is the Gos- 
pel? By H. A. Ironside. (Utah Gospel Mission, 
4 cents.) 

The Teachings of Mor i and Christian- 
ity Compared. (Utah Gospel Mission, 10 cents.) 

Why I Could Never be a Mormon. By J. D. 
Nutting. (Utah Gospel Mission, 6 cents.) 

What is the Difference Between Mormonism 
and Biblical Christianity? By Franklin G. Hul- 
ing. (Christian Publications, Inc., Harrisburg, 
Pa., 25 cents.) 

Mormonism Against Itself. By Samuel W. 
Traum. (Standard Publishing Co., Cincinnati, 
$1.25.) 

The Mormon Creed Examined. By Keith L. 
Brooks. (Biola Book Room, 536 S. Hope St., 
Los Angeles, 3 cents.) 

The Mormons, Their Doctrines and Depravi- 
ties. By John Ritchie. (Bible Truth Depot, 
Swengel, Pa., 7 cents.) 

Mormonism Under the Searchlight. By Wil- 
liam E. Biederwolf. (Glad Tidings Publishing 
Co., Fort Wayne, Ind., 20 cents.) 








| Children at Home 


Nandi, an African Schoolgirl 


Ill. The Letter to Grandfather 
By Clara B. Blair 


This is the third of several true stories from 
Africa, told to Miss Blair by a friend who 
spent some years on the mission field. They 
will be continued in early issues of the Times. 
66 A RE you busy, Miss Stalker?” Nandi 
asked, as she came to the door of 
the mission house one evening. 

“Not too busy to talk with you, Nandi,” 
the missionary replied, laying aside a let- 
ter. 

“Are you writing to your father?” the 
girl asked as she entered the room. 

“Yes. Have you a message for him?” 

“May I write him a letter, myself?” 

“Certainly,” was the reply, and she was 
given a sheet of paper, a pencil, and a 
seat at the desk of the missionaries. And 
this is exactly what Nandi wrote: 

“Mr. Stalker: 

“Our Grandfather, much peace indeed 
and greetings to you. We do not know 
whether you are well, but we are very 
well, and because of this we can say, 
‘Thanks, indeed to thee, our God, because 
all the days thee is watching us, and we 
can believe because of these words.’ 

“Our work here is to dig with our hands, 
and to weed with our hands, and to grind 
with our hands; we kneel down on our 
knees and then we can grind well. We bring 
water, we walk on our feet, and we dip 
the water from the spring with a granite- 
ware bowl, or with a thing which we, the 
black people, call akisanda, and when we 
have dipped the water thus, we put it on 
our heads and bring it to the house. Other 
work we have, we take an ax and go to 
the forest, we see a tree and we cut it down 
with our hands, we cut it with much 
strength, and then we bind the bundle of 
wood with-a strip of bark and then we 
put the load on our heads, and when we have 
come to the house, we get some coals of 
fire, and we blow the fire with our mouths. 
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—— =  # Lessons Are Better Taught 
3 5 When Maps Are Used! 


Good teachers everywhere realize that maps de- 
picting the historical locations and other points of 
interest mentioned in the Bible are great aids to 
teaching. 





Here are class maps for use in every class or 
small department in the Sunday school. The larger 
maps—The Bible World Map and the Map of 
Palestine are unusually serviceable in the larger de- 
partments and school assembly rooms— and in the 


Adult Bible Classes. 


CLASS MAPS IN CCLOR 
Printed in full colors on durable paper-faced Map Cloth, size 22x28 inches. Mounted with metal 


hanger at top, and metal protecting strip at bottom, prolonging usefulness and life of each map. 
I. NEW TESTAMENT PALESTINE, indicating Ill. EGYPT TO CANAAN. The Route of the Exodus 
particularly the Journeys of Jesus. via the Sea and Wilderness. 
Il. OLD TESTAMENT PALESTINE, with the tribal IV. ROMAN EMPIRE AND PAUL'S JOURNEYS, 
divisions indicated, with Cities of Refuge. indicated by number and the cities visited. 
V. EARLY BIBLE LANDS. Scene of Early Old Testament History. 


New Low Prices: Per map, now 65 cents; the set of 5 maps, now $3. 
(Class Maps not supplied with spring Reller.) 


THE BIBLE WORLD MAP 
In Full Colors 


ACCURATE. substantial, and attractive, 
size 3x§ feet, printed in four colors, on 
durable paper-faced Map Cloth. ' 
This is really fi i . showing th posed a) SA he es 
ya At ee oe RR eas 
Old _and New Testament Palestine, Assyria, Egypt, ~~ So ep ae 
the Roman Empire, North Central and West Central re Se = se 
Europe, and North Africa. *, ae 

New Low Prices: On Wooden Rollers, CLR 
$3.50; on patented spring rollers(oper- a 
ating like a window shade), now $3.95. < 


CoKEsBURY Press ("ASHVILLE “Ni “¢ 
And at Your Own Religious Supply House 
















































































When Zachary Taylor*, fresh from the Mexican War, 
was President of the United States, the American Bible 
Society was sending checks to its annuitants. 




















the Society makes payments promptly 
and regularly to the many holders of 
its annuity agreements. 


These checks always sent when due in 
spite of wars, panics and depressions, 
relieve anxiety today just as they have 
done through all these years. 


: *President Taylor 
_. _having been made a 
Life Director of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society in 1850 
stated: ‘‘Believing that our 
prosperity and greatness as 
a nation, no less than our 
poapeness as individuals, is 

in ect proportion to our 

i : . : . observance of the teach- 

and have the satisfaction of helping in the important {12s of that Book in which 
work of Bible distribution through an annuity agtee- the holy religion is reveal- 


ment of the American Bible Society. Mail the coupon ed, I cannot be indifferent 


s : to th labours which 
for full information. tend to diffuse its instruc- 


You too, can secure 





MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY ——s° 
FOR tes e SS SS A A NE SN A Te see SD 
American Bible Soci “| 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
Please send me, without obligation, your booklet SS 94 entitled l 
. “A Gift That Lives.” : 
{ Name D nati 
O - Addon 
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Lesson for October 21 
. 4 


We go to gather greens, we cook them, 
then we put water on to heat for our 
mush or bread, then we stir in the meal 
and we eat our bread and greens, or 
sometimes we have meat or fish or beans 
or milk or other things that we have here 
in our country. 

“Also I want to say, ‘Thanks,’ many 
times because you gave us your daughter 
and she came here to plant the seeds of 
God’s Word in our country, and because 
you heard the call of God and you gave 
her your permission to come here to help 
us when we were perishing. 

“And also we want to thank God very 
much indeed, because he, himself, is all 
powerful and he is watching us night and 
day, and he is able to do all things. 

“Miss Stalker is our Mama, and all of 
us, #f we believe, will go to Heaven, and 
I am very thankful because you are my 
grandfather. I do not know your face, 
but one thing, if we believe, then we shall 
be able to see each other in Heaven. I 
will know that you are my grandfather 


and you will know me, that I am Nandi, 


who lived in the country of Africa, and 
so we shall be able to know each other 
very, very well. 
“My letter is finished, 
“I am your. grandchild, 
“Nandi.” 
(To be continued) 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
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advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee, 


October 15 to 21 

Mon.—Matthew 6 : 5-15. The Christian at Prayer. 

PrayeR Succestions: A life without 
regular times with God is sadly impover- 
ished, and tends to formalism and hypoc- 
risy. A life of prayer reflects the depth 
of the work of grace in the soul. Do you 
know how to spend half an hour with 
God? Do you enjoy waiting upon him? 
Do you get answers to your prayers? 
Pray for the China Inland Mission; head- 
quarters for the United. States, 237 West 
School Lane, Philadelphia. 


Tues.—Ephesians 3 : 14-21. 
for Christians. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul’s prayers 
were directed by the Spirit of God. They 
are for Christians patterns for interces- 
sions, They should be studied and copied 
by all who would make intercession for 
the Church according to the will of God. 
Paul prayed much that fellow Christians 
might be strengthened inwardly by the 
Spirit, and be more completely filled with 
Christ, and grounded in love. Do you? 
Pray for the Africa Inland Mission, 373 
Carleton Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y 


Wed.—Exodus 32: 30-35. Praying for Sinners. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Moses confessed 
the sins of those for whom he made inter- 
cession. Thus did Christ pray for his 
betrayers and murderers. The advocacy 
of Moses for those sinning, and that of 
Christ for us, should constrain us to plead 
the cause of sinning men and women be- 
fore his throne of grace. Do others find 
in you a helper and intercessor? Pray 
for the Ceylon and India General Mission, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago. 


Thurs.—Psalm 63:1-11. Fellowship with God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prayer has two 
parties: God and man. Think of an in- 
conceivably holy God having fellowship 
with a little, impotent, needy man! The 
infinite difference between the Redeemer 
and the ransomed soul makes the fellowship 
a bliss akin to that of Heaven. Does your 
favored soul “follow hard” after God? 
Pray for the Sudan Interior Mission, 366 
Bay Street, Toronto, Can. 


Fri—Genesis 18 : 22-33. Abraham’s Prayer. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Abraham’s prayer- 
fulness increased with his knowledge of 
God. As he advanced in years his inter- 
cessions indicated a deep humility and holy 
insistence. Do you value increasingly 
prayer as the first essential in securing 
help from God? Pray for the New 
Guinea Evangelization Society, Room 508, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 


Sat.—2 Kings 19 : 14-20. Hezekiah’s Prayer. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Praying King 
Hezekiah did more to put to flight the 
armies of the aliens than could have been 
accomplished with weapons of war. Senna- 
cherib’s defeat was accomplished at the 
throne of grace. Do you turn to God in 
the crises of life? Pray for the South 
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Africa General Mission, 23 Flatbush Ave- 
nue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Sun.—John 17: 17-26. Jesus’ Prayer. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: We now come 
into the holy of holies in Christ’s earthly 
life of intercession. Here we see an in- 
stance of the power of prayer making ef- 
fective the great purposes of God in our 
ransomed lives. Christ’s intercession ap- 
pears to be the chief essential next to atone- 
ment for sin, in accomplishing our sanc- 
tification and glorification. “He ever 
liveth to make intercession for us.” Pray 
for the Belgian Gospel Mission, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 








SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LITERATURE 


Following the Improved 


Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 
QUARTERLIES and PAPERS 


Samples on Application. 
ADDRESS 

UNION GOSPEL PRESS 

Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 





NOTICE—The “Bible Expositor 
and Illuminator,” an Advanced Quar- 
terly of 192 pages, in monthly parts but 
still a Quarterly, price 30 cents a quarter, 
$1.00 a year, payment with order. 


Sample lesson on application. 




















“zo EARN MONEY 


For > yeusel S. S. Class or Society and doa 
fine Christian work. Sell Scripture Christ- 
mas Cards, Helpful Books, Bibles, Scripture , 
Mottoes and Calendars. Good Commission. 
Pleasant Work. Send for free information, 
GEORGE W. NOBL' Ty teher 
CHICAGO, ILL., 440 S. DEARBO -» Dept. 6 MX. 














RITE FOR OUR pe tun 
Ww EAITHRUL WORDS un _—" 
All Kinds of Christian Geaslice Tacsine Free. 
1500-12 California Ave., Dept. SS., St. Louis, 





one of Quality 
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FINEST ZA Wa * SILVER PLATE 
Worxmansnep T y idual 

- Glasses 
‘or Illustrated Catalog 


INDIVIDUAL 
INDIVIDUAL, COMMUNION SERVICE CO 





se stablished 1886 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS. INC. 


1512 Third St. Harrisburg, Pa. 
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WF Repeated by Urgent Request of Many 
AN UNPRECEDENTED OFFER 





PAY ONLY 


$ 3-00 


WITH ORDER 








Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary 2" the Whole Bible 













Balance on 
Your Own 
Terms 
(See Below) 














THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES says: “It is cicarness itself .... valuable for all pastors, Sunday-school 
teachers, and other Christian workers. Dr. Amos R. Wells used it all the time and could find nothing to 
equal it. This Revell six-volume edition carefully revised and corrected is a monumental work.” 
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@ No preacher or Bible student should miss 
the opportunity (repeated this month) to 
secure, during these difficult times, Mat- 
thew Henry on his own terms! 


" @ Recently a great Bible student, 
* Rev. J. D. Jones, of Bournemouth, England, a 


~ man whose works are read by millions—whose 
7~ counsel is sought by thousands—was asked 
S.S.T. NG to begin the making of a commentary upon 


“Sen sfo,, the whole Bible as he had done on some 


H. Revell Co., em of the Books of the Bible. His reply w2s: 
158 Fifth Ave., Ser “ Th ™ 4 
New York City ‘a2, at has been done and satisfactorily 
% done by Matthew Henry. He cannot be 
Gentlemen: 7 superseded,and the marvel is that he 
Enclosed find $3.00 920, should have been able to do it as 
as first payment on Mat- \% completely and well as he has. 
thew Henry's Commentary —%S It cannot be done again. 



















($15.00). I will remit the %@ 
balance as follows: * h, ¢ How can you 
$4.00 in... ....-months ey go wrong in de- 
$4.00 in... ....-months *%\%, ciding that you 
8G RR Rees or months Se, have deprived 
(Please mention time required) oe 
. yourself 
Name % 
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“Makes Sermon Preparation an Actual Joy” 


* FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, PUBLISHERS 
* 158 FIFTH AVENUE 


Handsome Fabrikoid 
Morocco Grained Binding 
Famous for Its Durability 


GENUINE “REVELL” 


Six-Volume Edition 


The ONLY Large-Type, Handy Volume 
Edition—easy to handle—easy to read 


Bas NOTE THE DELIGHTFUL NARROW 
COLUMN, LARGE, EASILY READ TYPE: 


















le, that they may do, when the 

iene to Gibeah of Benjamin; patie | 
ing to all the folly that they have 
wrought in Israel. 11 So all the 
men .of Israel were gathered against 
the city, knit together as one man, 

Here is, I. A general meeting of all the con- 
gregation of Israel to examine the matter con- 


cerning the Levite’s concubine, andtoconsider 
what was to be done upon it, o. 1,2. It does 


—writes a delighted user. 
long enough of this great “ Assistant,” which has so far 
eluded your possession, and that this will be the next 
purchase you are going to make. 


@ Fellow students and fellow preachers 
will tell you that you cannot equal Matthew Henry 
for his wealth of inspiration, help, interpretation and 
the vast store of sermons it offers, ready to be launched 
from its inexhaustible pages. 


@ The greatest preachers of other days at- 
tributed much of their inspiration to this remarkable 
work. Alert preachers are turning again to it in increasing 
numbers. After the strife of the battle of criticism, they 
are finding it a relief in its calm, helpful interpretations. 


C. H. Spurgeon said: “ Every minister ought to read 
Matthew Henry entirely and carefully through once at 
least. He will acquire a vast store of sermons, and as for 
thoughts, they will swarm around him like twittering swal- 
lows around an old gable towards the close of autumn.” 

Theodore L. Cuyler said: “To how many a hard- 
working minister has this book been a mine of gold! 
Next to wife and children has lain near his heart the 
pored-over and prayed-over copy of his Matthew Henry.” 
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